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Grade Boundaries

What is a grade boundary?

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain
a certain grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for
each grade, at Distinction, Merit and Pass.

Setting grade boundaries

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner
who took the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of
performance, our experts are then able to decide where best to place the
grade boundaries - this means that they decide what the lowest possible
mark is for a particular grade.

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners
receive grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is
conducted to ensure learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve,
irrespective of variation in the external assessment.

Variations in external assessments

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess
different parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be
unfair to learners if we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment,
because then it would not take accessibility into account.

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this
link:

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-
certification/grade-boundaries.html

Awarding BTEC qualifications in 2022

Ofqual has set out their plans for awarding qualifications in 2022 and intend
to return to a normal, pre-pandemic, approach to grading standards over
by 2023. They have confirmed that 2022 will be a transition year, to reflect
that we are in a pandemic recovery period and students’' education has
been disrupted.

Our guiding principle and approach to awarding BTEC qualification
results in 2022 will be to ensure parity in relation to the approach
being taken for GCSE and A level learners. BTEC courses have a different
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structure and design to academic qualifications - BTECs are modular
qualifications (with assessments taking place throughout the course)
compared to GCSEs and A levels which are linear (assessed and awarded at
the same time at the end of the year), and therefore our approach needs to
be different.

In 2022 we will return to the usual method of calculating BTEC qualification
results, however adaptations including, U-TAGs and reduced internal
assessment, are in place to provide a comprehensive package of support
for students.

The basis of our awarding approach to BTECs this year is to ensure it is as
fair as possible for all learners. We will use a range of evidence to set grade
boundaries for the external units. Part of this evidence will be to closely
monitor learner performance in all assessments that contribute to learners’
final qualification grade, to ensure parity with A level and GCSEs.

Further information can be found on our website and via our Social Media
channels.

Grade Unclassified Level 3
L1P P M D
Boundary Mark 0 9 18 31 44
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Introduction

The LE Report is to be considered with the live external assessment and
corresponding mark scheme.

Unit 5: Specialist Subject Investigation is mandatory for the Pearson BTEC
Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Creative Digital Media Production.
Learners are provided with a Set Task Brief (Part A) five weeks before the
assessment period directing them to conduct research into a specialist
subject topic. They are required to focus on a contemporary specialist
media issue or debate detailed in the Set Task Brief and use this as a
starting point to undertake investigations into it using a range of primary
and secondary research methods and techniques. This preparatory stage
includes 12 hours independent preparation and 6 hours undertaken in
monitored conditions.

The assessment period includes the preparatory stage prior to a two-
hour period of supervised assessment where learners will respond to the
activities and stimulus material provided in part B.

There are two assessment opportunities each year and May 2018 was the
first external assessment opportunity for this unit. The January 2022
stimulus material required learners to research conduct research into
media products that have transferred successfully into a different media
sector, and what makes them popular across different sectors.
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Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

Learners responded well to the focus of the stimulus material; many
learners choosing to relate the set task topic to the Marvel cinematic
universe and how it had been transferred from the comics; this led to
the paper proving particularly accessible as learners will have been likely
to have accessed the Additional Sample Assessment Material based on
Superheroes in the media, located here. Responses indicated that
learners engaged with the topic well and were able to access an
appropriate range of relevant research sources.

However, in general, many learners evidenced less developed use of
‘exam techniques’ than in previous papers (e.g. referring to validity of
sources, how research findings supported or challenged the stimulus
material, and clearly linking the research methods to the Set Task Topic),
which may have been due to reduced exam practice as a result of Covid
disruptions.

Research conducted by learners was generally purposeful and relevant.
Higher performing learners accessed a range of available sources and
demonstrated a clear purpose and focus to the research they had
undertaken. They typically articulated critical judgements about the
techniques and skills used and relating these to the set task topic, with
clear justification of conclusions.

Learners performing less well used limited sources to obtain some
information relevant to the topic but relied heavily on the stimulus
material within their responses. They made some attempts to analyse
the information, but statements were often generic and chains of
reasoning were typically not well developed.
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Individual Activities

Activity 1

Analyse why some media products are successful when they are
transferred to other sectors and why some products fail. You should
refer to the issues/debates mentioned in the following statement:

‘If products are transferred to other media sectors just to ‘cash in on the
brand’ they will fail. If they are faithful to the spirit of the original product
and add something new, they will increase audiences on both platforms.’

You should refer to the research carried out in the stimulus material
and/or your own research, making reference to the validity of the
sources used

*x%

Many learners focussed their responses on the success of the Marvel
franchise’s transition from comic books to movies, or on the transfer of
the Harry Potter books to the screen,

For this activity, higher performing learners focused clearly on the
statement, referring not only to the stimulus material, but to their own
research findings, to support a well-reasoned response. They typically
provided a well-balanced discussion including comparison of similar
media products, e.g. comparing the success of Marvel movies with those
of the DC universe, or the success of Harry Potter with that of Percy
Jackson. Learners at this level would also typically make judgements
about the validity of data, e.g. that it was outdated, or was from a
reputable source, though these often would have benefitted from more
in depth consideration. For example, a typical learner may write: The
information from Rotten Tomatoes is valid because they are a reputable
website who are well known for providing box office figures.’

Some less developed responses often simply summarised the
information which had been provided in the stimulus material, and
identified key themes within it, but provided little in terms of
interpretation of the data or discussion of the media debates. Others
offered an opinion on the statement, but did not support this with
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research, e.g. ‘In my opinion Marvel Avengers movies are successful
because they are faithful to the spirit of the original comic books but add
new plotlines to keep people interested.” Often responses did not refer
to the validity of any sources mentioned.

The following response gained 11 marks out of 15. The learner
discusses the significance of the topic and refers to elements of the
stimulus material and their own research to develop arguments to
support their conclusions, but some unsupported statements are
included. The arguments are generally relevant to the statement
provided but do not respond directly to it. Reference is made to the
validity of some of the materials, although not in a detailed manner.
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The following is an excerpt from a response that gained 4 marks
out of 15.
Although the learner provided a lengthy answer (of which this is an
excerpt) and specifically addressed the statement in activity 1 the
comments made throughout seem to be the learner’'s own opinions, and
no research is offered to support these.
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Activity 2

Justify the choice of primary research that you used to investigate the
key areas of the Set Task topic.

**k*

For this activity, more developed responses discussed different primary
sources and provided detailed links to the set task topic, e.g. giving
reasons for asking particular questions to specific audiences. The
rationale given for the choice often included information relating to the
validity of the research and, even though this was not specifically
required by the question, it could be rewarded as part of the rationale
for the choice.

Less developed responses typically did little more than described the
research undertaken. Any explanation of the reasons why the methods
were chosen was generic and did not refer to how the research methods
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linked to the set task topic. Some learners may have attempted to
provide a rationale for the research methods used (e.g. | undertook a
focus group so that | could get more detailed information) but these
rationales would typically repeat explanations they had learned in class,
and provided a response which could be equally applicable to any set
task topic.

Learners often included information relevant to activity 3, i.e. discussed
what they learned from the sources rather than why they selected them.
This should be strongly discouraged as discussion of the research
findings is not rewardable for this activity.

The following response gained 12 marks out of 15. The response
relates the relationship of the research undertaken to the set task topic
but does not effectively evaluate this. The response follows some chains
of reasoning to provide a rationale for the research undertaken, but
these are not fully and effectively supported.
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The following response gained 2 marks out of 15.
Although the response makes an attempt at providing a rationale for
primary research it provides no specifics of the research actually
undertaken, or how it is related to the set task topic.
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Activity 3

Explain the conclusions you have drawn from your research and
evaluate how these support/challenge the findings of the stimulus
material.

You should refer to your research sources to support your conclusions.

**k*

For this activity, higher performing learners typically provided detailed
conclusions, supported by arguments including reference to both
statistics and quotes. Learners at this level made sustained reference to
both primary and secondary sources. They made clear and logical direct
comparisons between their conclusions and those of the stimulus
material. Learners sometimes included citations within their responses
or, where they did not, made detailed reference to the specific element
of research that supported their conclusions.

Less developed responses typically listed their findings with a brief
conclusion, but this was often skewed by the limited nature of the
research undertaken, e.g. ‘All three people in the focus group agreed that
the marvel movies are better than the comics they are based on.’

The research was typically relevant to the topic but learners at this level
were unlikely to discuss how their own findings supported or challenged
the findings of the stimulus material; any comments of this kind were
limited to unsupported statements that relied heavily on the stimulus
material such as ‘my findings both agree and disagree with the stimulus
material that films made out of games are unsuccessful because Mario
was unsuccessful but Warcraft took $349 million worldwide.”

The following is an excerpt from a response that gained 15 marks
out of 15. The response directly references findings from the learner’s
research to develop clear and effective chains of reasoning. It makes
relevant comments relating to how the research supports/challenges
the findings of the stimulus material. The response also comments on
the validity of the data and, although this isn’t required by the activity,
has been rewarded in accordance with the Mark Scheme for this activity.

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 14 of 25 Version 1.0
Issue 1
DCL1



BTEC LE Report 2201

1)

hidn.geieed.. 7b fespentes. T oSked ke QuESHan
Kio'Y G Mnne. TV 8howss based on comics e mer.
Bogessfol. ? .Q.._.Ma.‘.....5..1;..i‘.;.m&ﬁ..Hr..e....ﬂt&@i.nm....&c&\.Z.“" Lt.6%

Of_pecple agrea . WK fasscaing bemnd. el anseel™
betgg of.0ekalls o £ Tk COn.ConSe. ...

Fral 7 depends 05 4r COB degend o0 Livethal Z1The
6?&'1&3

Gﬂcﬁpmﬂﬁawuﬁuﬂo&nm&z\ ...... o 736
hahrjlmiso@pm@e*—idxemmw __________________________________
Conc\oSi008 Show. Yhal 1Y 15 tmpettont 6 Shck oS

_C\ozely. 65 passioe ta Yo cfainol Sl ling ) O\ o
o5 feel®
Alnougn My ..stuﬁaktmn.q;‘m. Fola\s ﬁzméu ..Q:e:m.mﬁwnﬁ...

RIS IR =% 005188 m.k..aukd.n.}é ...... o0\ mm_ﬂ.acn\., ...............

LCS ik Stakes ( Tyushewss, bims mésﬁfws ofeolven

Josed 0n Coonic omckes., ook Yake e Statu and raftdes...
{0 3 {lecent direcicns Flom Fre ofatnal Prad o Alinough

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 15 of 25 Version 1.0
Issue 1
DCL1



BTEC LE Report 2201

._'-F WO, whﬁmi n 202, 1y :S\rm E&m fedioole a3
H\e.]fe 5{)3:».1&1& C&m.))c tomnres Honkered nko Tyv..
oS ond Sdinccoh Wnat Hreu/te. Seuy2001x
Hoe 10 . Scme. Cased) .o The. Walkiag,.
0080t Nean 2V, Hue 7 o\ T Snouwd/
Cornc3.This 1S Shown. \wﬁ%e {eSpenses. ﬁm inmy.

3*?. ...... Years., 1"r Siares. 'Ht\&'k SoNe 5. cP Commic \m:au
___________ E?eh?r‘ 28 Dieenin 2020 = Comic \ooolies ave been_

e Qmﬁ‘&'.eaml Cor decodes® - I-‘mérew 202 God. .

F

mf” N30 Zc::?.\ \ﬁﬂwaazﬁ’ LELID. a‘o T Yoo
-GS We donk knod ek coual W‘\QAEupkAhnl- .......
Pall. ol tee. Shakishics., Nevel e |
ety (enabie. Sodze ¥aak. Suppelid be Sihimohns. ...

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 16 of 25 Version 1.0
Issue 1
DCL1



BTEC LE Report 2201
@ Pearson

The following response gained 3 marks out of 15.
Although the response does make comparisons between the learners
research and the stimulus material, reference to the research sources
are very limited and the conclusions drawn are superficial and
demonstrate limited chains of reasoning.
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Activity 4

In response to the research findings, what would you recommend
producers to consider when selecting products from one specific media
sector to launch into a different media sector?

You should refer to your own research and/or the stimulus material to
support your conclusions.

**k*

For this activity, more developed responses used specific may have
made recommendations which tend towards the obvious, e.g.
recommending producers consult the intended audience, or continue to
make adaptations of books to films, but these will be well supported
using a range of specific statistics and quotes from both their own
research and the stimulus material to support a detailed and logical
argument for their recommendations.

Less developed responses often made a suggestion that logically related
to the set task topic, but without chains of reasoning to support this. A
typical example might state ‘In my opinion producers need to consider
the views of the fan base for the original game before making it into a
movie.’

The following is an excerpt from a response that gained 8 marks out
of 10. The response uses clear, and mostly effective, chains of reasoning
to develop an argument for this activity. The response makes sustained
reference to specific findings of research that has been discussed in
earlier activities but would benefit from presenting more balanced
arguments.
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The following is an extract from a response that gained 2 marks
out of 10.
Although the response does provide recommendations to the
producers these do not relate specifically to the set task topic and are
not supported by reference to relevant research undertaken.
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Activity 5

Explain what further research could be conducted into this topic and
how this would help producers understand why some media products
transfer successfully to different sectors, while others fail.

**k*

For this activity, the best performing learners made logical arguments
which follow on from their previous responses to support the reason for
further research into specific areas of the topic. They made a logical
reference to the research undertaken to support the reason for further
research into a specific topic, e.g. ‘current research shows how many
people have watched a film of a book, but does not look into the reasons
why different demographic groups preferred either the film or the
original book.’

Less developed responses typically generically discussed the quantity or
types of research that could be undertaken without significant links to
the set task topic, e.g. ‘producers could send out more questionnaires
worldwide so that they could get a bigger range of responses.” Some
responses presented circular arguments to the question posed in the
activity, such as ‘to gain a greater understanding of the topic | would
conduct further research into which media products have been
successful when transferred to other media.’

The following is an excerpt from a response that gained 8 marks out
of 10. The response effectively analyses recommendations for future
research. The recommendations are justified and follow on from the
research undertaken by the learner. Although the recommendations
make accurate links with the context of the topic, the response tends to
relate slightly generically to finding out what makes a successful movie
rather than a successful adaptation.
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The following response gained 2 marks out of 10.
The response provides relevant but superficial and generic suggestions
for further research. Though there is an attempt at explanation for
these suggestions this is basic and does not effectively contextualise the
response or link to the research undertaken.

]
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Summary

Based on responses seen in this session, centres and learners are offered the
following advice:

Ensure learners conduct sufficient research in advance rather than
having to rely heavily on the stimulus material with responses.
Respond clearly and specifically to the statement given in Activity 1.
Where required by the activity ensure that their responses show
consideration of the validity of research, e.g. whether information is
current, from a legitimate source, etc.

Clearly identify the specific purpose and focus of their own research in
Activity 2, and how the research undertaken relates to the set task topic.
Clearly identify the research methods and sources they have used, and
discuss these in detail in Activity 2, justifying the selection of each
source/method and its relationship/ relevance to the topic.

Make clear comparisons between their own research and the stimulus
material in Activity 3 and specifically discuss how their own research
supports/challenges the findings of the stimulus material.

Clearly justify all conclusions made with logical chains of reasoning and
support this with detailed reference to the research undertaken,
particularly within Activities 3, 4 and 5.

Learners should avoid:

Relying heavily on their own opinions and prior knowledge rather than
research.

Discussing the findings of their own research within the response to
Activity 2; these should be discussed as part of Activity 3.
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Ofqual

9%
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