
REPRESENTATION
MANUEL ALVARADO – ETHNICITY

Manuel Alvarado was a Guatemalan-born British academic, 
who was secretary of the Society for Education in Film and 

Television and the editor of Screen Education

THEORETICAL CONCEPT
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The idea that cultures are defined by how different 
they are ('otherness’). These representations focus on 

racial characteristics and preconceived audience 
perceptions taken from the media rather than reality

In simple terms…
The media’s approach to understanding ethnic 
minorities is to primarily focus on how they are 

different from dominant Caucasian culture



The idea that ethnic minorities can be represented as 
Exotic (creating audience intrigue into the culture) or 

Pitied (feeling sorry for vulnerable people of a 
developing country)

In simple terms…
Ethnic groups are represented as being the “other 

person” and unusual or strange, or as deprived 
victims that experience natural disasters/conflicts
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The idea that ethnic minorities can be represented as 
Humorous (providing comic relief to serious 

situations) or Dangerous (something to be feared of 
through uncivilised behaviours)

In simple terms…
Ethnic groups are often represented as either being 

the butt of jokes, often at their own expense, or as a 
threat to society through criminalisation
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