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DATE AND TITLE ALL WRITTEN WORK




“Charming and inventive...

T n S K a properly great London romcom”

What are the codes and conventions of &
LOWBUDGE Independent British film?
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A Facing tough competition with Major Companies and Streaming Services

A Theatrical Distribution(in cinemashas been a challenge due to dominance of Majors and audience trends.

A Continuing Funding and Financial constraintespecially since the pandemic).

A Difficulties with marketing due to high cost of traditional formatosters, trailers, tv slots etc.).

A The shift to digital distribution(digital format, streaming sites)as helped due its less costly logistics.

A Technological constraintfewer special effects, digital cameras, etah impact the expectations of the audience.

A Intellectual property (IP> 1 KS& OF y Qi I FF2NR KS -KNdwH [ikaddcts(6.@ basell Gh bdoks] y
sequels, shared universes etadies must develop their own intellectual property based on original ideas.

A Without a set distributor, most independent films like Belstone Pictures, regularly participate in Film Festivals to helf
gain distributors for their flms(Sundance, Toronto, Cannes, etc.).




A BELSTONE PICTURES IS A UK INDEPENDENT FEATURE FILM PRODUCTION COMPANY
A Their creative teams oversee projects from conception through financing and production into sales, distribution and axhibitio
A They work hand in hand with powerful and driven storytellers to create captivating films people can connect with.

A The CEO is Finn Cardigan Bruce, who founded Belstone after leaving Hurtwood!

A His desire was to push the boundaries of filmmaking, whilst communicating and sharing inspirational and spellbinding stories.
A.Staldz2ysSqa S Gimeidansdwaexcilirdy orliNgsielsB/é, (for a large and eewbanging audience and marketplace.

A https://www.belstonepictures.com/

B E LET O N E

| U R e


https://www.belstonepictures.com/
https://www.belstonepictures.com/

A Tank 433s a psychological horror about a group mercenaries tasked with transporting &
hostage and survivor across a battlefield. The mercenaries become trapped in an
abandoned armoured personnel carrier they enter as refuge against an unseen enem

A The film premiered at the Fantasia International Film Festival on 23 July 2016. It was r
on DVD in the UK on 22 August and IFC Films released it to video on demand in the U
November 2016.

Tank 432 - Official Trailer | HD | IFC Midnight

OFFICIAL TRAILEBRps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ITIAZyS9k



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ITIA-vZyS9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ITIA-vZyS9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ITIA-vZyS9k

JORDAN STEPHENS %m DERREN NESBITT ;- ke

A Tuckeds a poignant drama that tells the story of an aging drag queen who forms an
unlikely friendship with a younger queen, whilst facing the torment of coming to terms
with a terminal illness.The film received widespread acclaim for its heartfelt narrative a

strong performancesDistributed on Netflix.

“ONE OF THE BEST BRITISH MOVIES YOU'LL SEE THIS YEAR”
Dok Lo

“AN ODD COUPLE TALE WITH A LOT OF HEART,
TUCKED IS A REAL CHARMER”
PR e

A 1t won the Grand Jury Prize and Audience Award for Outstanding Narrative Feature at

Outfest LA 2018, and Best Narrative Feature at the Naples International Film Festival 2818. it ';-E'%k“m,, ,,lNSTmﬁY;&émNG,,
Cintomm Fils S Do oo /ot

Tucked (2019) | OFFICIAL TRAILER HD | Jordan Stephens, Derren Nesbitt

Lot

OFFICIAL TRAILERpsS://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwfZ9DgC80c TAERAITERSON

Unlikely friends. Tucked in. Hanging out.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwfZ9DgC80c

2018

APRIL CHRIS
A Trackss a comedy that follows a young couple cut adrift in their thirties struggling to HERB U LR

remember what initially attracted them to one another. Wondering where they go from
here, they attempt to salvage their failing relationship by interrailing around Europée
film was praised for its relatable storyline and humour.

A It was nominated for Best Comedy Feature at the Raindance Film Festival 2018 and w
Executive Director's Award at the 2018 Beloit International Film Festival.

Tracks (2020) | Official Trailer HD

s wanbce ov breabe ..

OFFICIAL TRAILEBERps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83V|7SkgkSM



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83Vj7SkqkSM

At dzZ 522RQa 5 Ssladrkconjedyyh@tikentre®d la fveedy charitirop
worker who sets out for revenge after missing his audition for a national talent show dus
to the actions of five selfish individualst'he film was welreceived for its unique blend of
humour and suspenseDistributed on Sky.

A It won Best Feature Film, Best Male Actor in a Leading Role, Best Screenplay, Best Co
and Best Music at the 2021 Toronto After Dark Film Festival.

Paul Dood's Deadly Lunch Break | Official Trailer | Sky Ci

OFFICIAL TRAILERps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQZna_bRQ



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQZc-ma_bRQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQZc-ma_bRQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQZc-ma_bRQ

DI ZRENT HOOL,
SAME OLD SH*T

A Sumotherhoods an actioncomedy film directed by Adam Deacon, who also stars in the
film, about two wannabe gangsters who try to rob a megastar and hold up a local bank.
When things don't go according to plan, a misunderstanding leads them into business

one of East London's most notorious gangs.

A It was released theatrically on the ®t®ctober 2023 and became a box office success,
making $3.1 million in revenue.

Sumotherhood | Official Trailer | Paramount Pictures UK

. HOODb

OFFICIAL TRAILEBERps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7 Vq7Sxsf4


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7_Vq7Sxsf4

SWEDE CAROLINE (2024) Official Trailer - Jo Hartley

4

Pl © 1:23/136

Afn

Scroll for details

OFFICIAL TRAILEBRps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=#mi-bAaNU
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-rmi-bAaNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-rmi-bAaNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-rmi-bAaNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-rmi-bAaNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-rmi-bAaNU

After some early success, by
Sl expanding their production
~ 7 slate, Belstone has increased it
# 4 visibility and diversification of
their portfolio

Theunique selling point{or
proposition) is thenarketing

strategy of informing customers
about how one's own brand or
product is:

What is Belstone PicturegdSP

(Consider the films you looked at)
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Awards

BIFA 2019

Outfest LA 2018
TUCKED - BELSTONE PICTURES

Naples International Film Festival 2018
TUCKED - BELSTONE PICTURES

Raindance Film Festival 2018
TRACKS - BELSTONE PICTURES

TWIST: Seattle Film Festival 2018
TUCKED - BELSTONE PICTURES
Beloit International Film Festival 2018
RACKS - BELSTONE PICTURES

Out On Film Festival, Atlanta 2018
TUCKED

BELSTONE PICTURES

Rochester ImageOut 2018
TUCKED BELSTONE ICTURES

Filmfest Homochrom 2018
TUCKED - BELSTONE PICTURES

CUNIVINIVIN

INTERNATIONAL
FILM FESTIVAL

OVERLOOK

FILM FESTIVAL

st. john’s international
women's film festival

MAR 5-14, 2021

CANADIAN

INTERNATIONAL COMEDY FILM FESTIVAL

RENCONTRES INTERNATIONALES
DU DOCUMENTAIRE DE MONTREAL

MONTREAL INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTARY FESTIVAL




CHALLENGRINDIE PRO

1. Crowd-Funding Campaigns . 3. Film Festival Circuit

« While there's limited public information on specific crowd-funding * Belstone actively participates in international film festivals, including

campaigns by Belstone, many independent production companies Raindance, Outfest, and the Naples International Film Festival. This festival
including Belstone, often use platforms like Kickstarter or Indiegogo to presence not only gives them visibility but also builds credibility among

secure additional funding and engage their audience early. Crowd-funding ; : critics and film enthusiasts. Winning awards and gaining nominations at

can help cover production costs and create a dedicated community of these festivals provides a promotional boost and attracts distributors

supporters who feel invested in the success of the project. interested in high-quality indie content.

—>> . . . .
2. Niche Marketing g 4. Leveraging Social Media for Promotion

. . . . ¢ Social media has become an essential tool for independent studios to
* Belstone Pictures has a reputation for focusing on unique, boundary-

pushing storytelling that appeals to niche audiences. For instance, their reach audiences directly without the need for large marketing budgets.

film Tucked, which explores the life of an aging drag queen, was targeted to Belstone likely uses platforms like Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter to

LGBTQ+ audiences and indie film lovers, gaining traction at festivals and share updates, trailers, and behind-the-scenes content. This approach

within specific communities. By embracing specific themes and helps them engage with fans, build anticipation, and create a buzz around

communities, Belstone has effectively positioned its films for audiences upcoming releases. By maintaining an active online presence, they can tap

seeking alternative narratives. into existing fan communities and word-of-mouth promotion.




COLLABORAPARIENER:

Deadbeat Films

https://www.deadbeatfilms.co.uk/
A In 2021, Belstone Pictures-created and directed the mockumentary

film Swede Caroline in collaboration with Deadbeat Films. This
partnership brought together a talented group of filmmakers to prod
a comedy about competitive giant vegetable growers.

ARDIGAN BRUCE
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FCB Productions

https://www.fcbproductions.co.uk/services
A Belstone Pictures is part of the FCB Productions family, which offers

production and creative solutions. This affiliation provides Belstone

-
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additional resources and support for its projects. - APPOLLG
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A Through these strategic collaborations, Belstone has expanded its
production capabilities and distribution reach, positioning itself as a f
competitive player in the independent film industry. . ~filoan

-~ -~

Y e T / . ; e — ,\_GENH[M"“"IIJHNM
DEA h B , \ 2 = 4 ey _ N _ = ““ ‘V{{

%,


https://www.deadbeatfilms.co.uk/
https://www.fcbproductions.co.uk/services

VIDEO TASK
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What is the position of Belstone Pictures in the wider industry?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hn1UEyk3PtU

o MIN PLENAR

Write a short paragraph discussing the risks facing independent filmm:z
specifically in the production and distribution stages. Refer to Belstot

REMEMBERIN YOUR OWN & IN SILENCE

TAKE NOTE OF ANY HOMEWORK/PREP WORK
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STARTER AC

How might independent film production differ from major studio production?
Discuss and Feedback

DATE AND TITLE ALL WRITTEN WORK




PRODUCBELS TONE

Indie filmmaking refers to the production of films outside of the
major Hollywood studio system, often characterised by lower
budgets and a focus on creative vision and artistic expression.

Belstone Pictures specialises in producing low to mid budget films, typically
ranging from £150,000 to £3 million.

Tank 432£150,000(Grossed £31k)
Tucked:£50,000(Grossed £17k)
Tracks:Undisclosed
t FdzZ 522RQ& 5 SWnBidcldsed dzy OK . N.
Sumotherhood:£2.5 million(Grossed £2.3m)
Swede CarolineUndisclosedGrossed £49Kk)

Note: The smaller the production, the harder it is to find information




PRODUCBELS TONE

A With production budgets low, Belstone maintain a strict production model,
often using singular camera systems/setups like the 60k Arri Al€Swede e
Caroline)or the 50k Sony Venicé€Sumotherhood)T heir efficient use of p—
resourcegsometimes rentedallows them to stretch modest budgets while
still delivering strong narrative driven films.

LOCATIONS

A With a need for realism and authenticitgas well as minimal production
value),Belstone shoot in a limited amount locations, to reduce the costs of
moving around cast, crew and equipment. FBumotherhoogdthe shoot
locations included London, specifically Hackney. Bwede Caroline&shepton
Mallet in Somerset was the one and only shoot location.

CASTING

A.Statz2ySqQa OFradAy3a aidNryaS3ae ot SyRa.
actors, like Jo Hartley and Aisling BE8wede Carolinejynd Adam Deacon -
and Jennifer Saunder&Sumotherhood)These ensemble driven projects have *
a wide appeal, and Belstone often incorporate celebrity cameo roles that the
crew have contact with, to help further raise the stature of the producti¢i&d
Sheeran and Jeremy Corbyn in Sumotherhood for example).



Choose one theoretical statement below and construct
short paragraph discussing it in relation Belstone

Belstone Picturesperates outside the typical oligopolistic structure criticise
by Curran and Seaton. As an independent production company, it focuses
creative storytelling rather than maximising profit and power. Unlike large
conglomerates that dominate media industries with broad campaigns,
Belstoneprioritises niche or culturally significant content, suggesting a mo
diverse and less profit driven approach. This counters the idea that medi:
always controlled by a small number of powerful entities, showing that
iIndependent companies likBelstonecan contribute greatly.

Belstone Picturemdependent status and clear creative focus demonstrate
how diverse ownership in the media industry can foster more original an:
adventurous productions. Unlike major conglomerates driven by wide
THEDRETICAL CONCEPT - reaching formulasBelstones not constrained by the need to appeal to mas
SR T markets for maximum profit. Instead, its freedom from media concentratio
BRAES CURRAN/AND JESN SERTON — EGINER SN RESEORSIRILITY allows it to take creative risks, tell unique stories, and address
dzy RSNNBLINBASYGSR LISNELISOUIADBSad ¢ |

James Curran is a renowned historian and media lecturer. - . . c .
Jean Seaton s Professor of Media History at the less concentrated ownership leads to greater diversity in media content

University of Westminster




MARKETING

Sumotherhood
B




