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Verisimilitude - the appearance of being true or real

What are the codes and conventions of a 
LOW-BUDGET independent British film?

TASK

Type of 
Actors?

Narrative 
Types?

Type of 
Humour? Style?

Effects/ 
Techniques?

Setting/
Locations?

Language/
Dialect?

Production 
Value?

Lesser-Known 
Actors

Relatable 
Narratives

Dark
Humour

Social
Realist

Basic Film
Techniques

Regional 
Locations

Colloquial 
Language

Low
Cost



INDIE FILM - CURRENT LANDSCAPE
ÅFacing tough competition with Major Companies and Streaming Services 
ÅTheatrical Distribution (in cinemas) has been a challenge due to dominance of Majors and audience trends.
ÅContinuing Funding and Financial constraints  (especially since the pandemic).
ÅDifficulties with marketing due to high cost of traditional formats (posters, trailers, tv slots etc.).
ÅThe shift to digital distribution (digital format, streaming sites) has helped due its less costly logistics.
ÅTechnological constraints (fewer special effects, digital cameras, etc) can impact the expectations of the audience.
ÅIntellectual property (IP) - ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ōƛƎ ŦǊŀƴŎƘƛǎŜǎΣ ƻǊ ǿŜƭƭ-known products (e.g. based on books, 

sequels, shared universes etc.) Indies must develop their own intellectual property based on original ideas.
ÅWithout a set distributor, most independent films like Belstone Pictures, regularly participate in Film Festivals to help 

gain distributors for their films (Sundance, Toronto, Cannes, etc.).



ÅBELSTONE PICTURES IS A UK INDEPENDENT FEATURE FILM PRODUCTION COMPANY
ÅTheir creative teams oversee projects from conception through financing and production into sales, distribution and exhibition.
ÅThey work hand in hand with powerful and driven storytellers to create captivating films people can connect with.
ÅThe CEO is Finn Cardigan Bruce, who founded Belstone after leaving Hurtwood!
ÅHis desire was to push the boundaries of filmmaking, whilst communicating and sharing inspirational and spellbinding stories.
Å.ŜƭǎǘƻƴŜΩǎ ŜǘƘƻǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ films in a new, exciting or unique style, for a large and ever-changing audience and marketplace.
Åhttps://www.belstonepictures.com/

BELSTONE PICTURES - ORIGINS

https://www.belstonepictures.com/
https://www.belstonepictures.com/


PAST FILMS : TANK 432 - 2016

ÅTank 432 is a psychological horror about a group mercenaries tasked with transporting a 
hostage and survivor across a battlefield. The mercenaries become trapped in an 
abandoned armoured personnel carrier they enter as refuge against an unseen enemy. 

ÅThe film premiered at the Fantasia International Film Festival on 23 July 2016. It was released 
on DVD in the UK on 22 August and IFC Films released it to video on demand in the US on 25 
November 2016.

OFFICIAL TRAILER: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ITIA-vZyS9k 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ITIA-vZyS9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ITIA-vZyS9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ITIA-vZyS9k


PAST FILMS : TUCKED - 2018

ÅTucked is a poignant drama that tells the story of an aging drag queen who forms an 
unlikely friendship with a younger queen, whilst facing the torment of coming to terms 
with a terminal illness. The film received widespread acclaim for its heartfelt narrative and 
strong performances. Distributed on Netflix.

Å It won the Grand Jury Prize and Audience Award for Outstanding Narrative Feature at 
Outfest LA 2018, and Best Narrative Feature at the Naples International Film Festival 2018.

OFFICIAL TRAILER: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwfZ9DgC80c 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwfZ9DgC80c


PAST FILMS : TRACKS - 2018

ÅTracks is a comedy that follows a young couple cut adrift in their thirties struggling to 
remember what initially attracted them to one another. Wondering where they go from 
here, they attempt to salvage their failing relationship by interrailing around Europe. The 
film was praised for its relatable storyline and humour.

Å It was nominated for Best Comedy Feature at the Raindance Film Festival 2018 and won the 
Executive Director's Award at the 2018 Beloit International Film Festival.

OFFICIAL TRAILER: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83Vj7SkqkSM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83Vj7SkqkSM


PAST FILMS : PAUL DOODôS DLB - 2021

Åtŀǳƭ 5ƻƻŘΩǎ 5ŜŀŘƭȅ [ǳƴŎƘ .ǊŜŀƪ is a dark comedy that centres on a weedy charity-shop 
worker who sets out for revenge after missing his audition for a national talent show due 
to the actions of five selfish individuals. The film was well-received for its unique blend of 
humour and suspense. Distributed on Sky.

Å It won Best Feature Film, Best Male Actor in a Leading Role, Best Screenplay, Best Comedy, 
and Best Music at the 2021 Toronto After Dark Film Festival.

OFFICIAL TRAILER: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQZc-ma_bRQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQZc-ma_bRQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQZc-ma_bRQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQZc-ma_bRQ


PAST FILMS : SUMOTHERHOOD - 2023

ÅSumotherhood is an action-comedy film directed by Adam Deacon, who also stars in the 
film, about two wannabe gangsters who try to rob a megastar and hold up a local bank. 
When things don't go according to plan, a misunderstanding leads them into business with 
one of East London's most notorious gangs.

Å It was released theatrically on the 13th October 2023 and became a box office success, 
making $3.1 million in revenue.

OFFICIAL TRAILER: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7_Vq7Sxsf4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7_Vq7Sxsf4


PAST FILMS : SWEDE CAROLINE - 2024

ÅSwede Caroline is a mockumentary about a competitive giant vegetable grower preparing 
for the National Veg Championship. The film explores themes of ambition and community 
with a comedic twist and features a notable cast, including Jo Hartley and Aisling Bea. It 
has been recognized for its originality and humour.

Å It was nominated for the Best UK Feature at the 2022 Raindance Film Festival and won the 
Spirit of Raindance Award.

OFFICIAL TRAILER: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-rmi-bAaNU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-rmi-bAaNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-rmi-bAaNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-rmi-bAaNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-rmi-bAaNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-rmi-bAaNU


TASK

After some early success, by 
expanding their production 

slate, Belstone has increased its 
visibility and diversification of 

their portfolio

The unique selling point (or 
proposition) is the marketing 

strategy of informing customers 
about how one's own brand or 

product is:

SUPERIOR TO ITS COMPETITORS
DIFFERENT THAN ITS COMPETITORS

What is Belstone Pictures USP?
(Consider the films you looked at)



BELSTONE PICTURES : RECOGNITION



CHALLENGES FOR INDIE PRODUCTIONS



Deadbeat Films
https://www.deadbeatfilms.co.uk/

Å In 2021, Belstone Pictures co-created and directed the mockumentary 
film Swede Caroline in collaboration with Deadbeat Films. This 
partnership brought together a talented group of filmmakers to produce 
a comedy about competitive giant vegetable growers.

FCB Productions
https://www.fcbproductions.co.uk/services 

ÅBelstone Pictures is part of the FCB Productions family, which offers 
production and creative solutions. This affiliation provides Belstone with 
additional resources and support for its projects. 

ÅThrough these strategic collaborations, Belstone has expanded its 
production capabilities and distribution reach, positioning itself as a 
competitive player in the independent film industry.

COLLABORATIONS + PARTNERSHIPS

https://www.deadbeatfilms.co.uk/
https://www.fcbproductions.co.uk/services
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What is the position of Belstone Pictures in the wider industry?

VIDEO TASK
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hn1UEyk3PtU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hn1UEyk3PtU


5 MIN PLENARY TASK
Write a short paragraph discussing the risks facing independent filmmakers, 

specifically in the production and distribution stages. Refer to Belstone.

REMEMBER! ON YOUR OWN & IN SILENCE

TAKE NOTE OF ANY HOMEWORK/PREP WORK
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How might independent film production differ from major studio production?
Discuss and Feedback

DATE AND TITLE ALL WRITTEN WORK

STARTER ACTIVITY



Indie filmmaking refers to the production of films outside of the 
major Hollywood studio system, often characterised by lower 
budgets and a focus on creative vision and artistic expression.

Belstone Pictures specialises in producing low to mid budget films, typically 
ranging from £150,000 to £3 million.

Tank 432: £150,000 (Grossed £31k)
Tucked: £50,000 (Grossed £17k)

Tracks: Undisclosed
tŀǳƭ 5ƻƻŘΩǎ 5ŜŀŘƭȅ [ǳƴŎƘ .ǊŜŀƪΥ Undisclosed
Sumotherhood: £2.5 million (Grossed £2.3m)
Swede Caroline: Undisclosed (Grossed £49k)

Note: The smaller the production, the harder it is to find information

PRODUCTION : BELSTONE



EQUIPMENT
ÅWith production budgets low, Belstone maintain a strict production model, 

often using singular camera systems/setups like the 60k Arri Alexa (Swede 
Caroline) or the 50k Sony Venice (Sumotherhood). Their efficient use of 
resources (sometimes rented) allows them to stretch modest budgets while 
still delivering strong narrative driven films.

LOCATIONS
ÅWith a need for realism and authenticity (as well as minimal production 

value), Belstone shoot in a limited amount locations, to reduce the costs of 
moving around cast, crew and equipment. For Sumotherhood, the shoot 
locations included London, specifically Hackney. For Swede Caroline, Shepton 
Mallet in Somerset was the one and only shoot location.

CASTING
Å.ŜƭǎǘƻƴŜΩǎ ŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ōƭŜƴŘǎ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ǘŀƭŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 

actors, like Jo Hartley and Aisling Bea (Swede Caroline), and Adam Deacon 
and Jennifer Saunders (Sumotherhood). These ensemble driven projects have 
a wide appeal, and Belstone often incorporate celebrity cameo roles that the 
crew have contact with, to help further raise the stature of the production (Ed 
Sheeran and Jeremy Corbyn in Sumotherhood for example).

PRODUCTION : BELSTONE



ά/ǳǊǊŀƴ ŀƴŘ {Ŝŀǘƻƴ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
model and is mainly controlled by a small number of companies 
(Oligopoly). These companies are primarily driven by the logic of 

ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊέ

Is this the case with Belstone Pictures?

ά/ǳǊǊŀƴ ŀƴŘ {Ŝŀǘƻƴ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ ƻǊ 
inhibits variety, creativity and quality, and more socially diverse 

patterns of ownership help create conditions for more varied and 
ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊƻǳǎ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴǎέ

Is this the case with Belstone Pictures?

THEORY
Choose one theoretical statement below and construct a 

short paragraph discussing it in relation to Belstone

Belstone Pictures operates outside the typical oligopolistic structure criticised 
by Curran and Seaton. As an independent production company, it focuses on 
creative storytelling rather than maximising profit and power. Unlike large 

conglomerates that dominate media industries with broad campaigns, 
Belstone prioritises niche or culturally significant content, suggesting a more 
diverse and less profit driven approach. This counters the idea that media is 

always controlled by a small number of powerful entities, showing that 
independent companies like Belstone can contribute greatly.

Belstone Pictures independent status and clear creative focus demonstrate 
how diverse ownership in the media industry can foster more original and 

adventurous productions. Unlike major conglomerates driven by wide 
reaching formulas, Belstone is not constrained by the need to appeal to mass 
markets for maximum profit. Instead, its freedom from media concentration 

allows it to take creative risks, tell unique stories, and address 
ǳƴŘŜǊǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ /ǳǊǊŀƴ ŀƴŘ {ŜŀǘƻƴΩǎ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ 

less concentrated ownership leads to greater diversity in media content.



MARKETING
Sumotherhood


