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THEORETICAL CONCEPT
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The idea that young people’s changing identities 
mirror their interactions with constantly changing 

electronic media. How media technologies are used in 
everyday life have consequences for social groups

In simple terms…
Children and young people form their identity 

through the media they engage with. As the media 
changes, so does their identity



The idea that there is a generational divide whereby 
younger generations (Digital Natives) have superior 

knowledge of new technologies than the older 
generation (Digital immigrants)

In simple terms…
Due to engaging more regularly with new devices and 
platforms, children and young people become more 

knowledgably than adults/the elderly

BUCKINGHAM - DIGITAL DIVIDE - 2



The idea that this ‘digital divide’ results in regulating 
becoming useless, as many new technologies offer 

filtering and age restrictions which parents can barely 
set, and children know how to get around them

In simple terms…
Traditional regulation processes are ineffective as 

young people know how to overcome any restrictions 
and parents/guardians knowledge is minimal
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