Ry 3 “- -
‘4 ‘ \."; > o — »j = '

THEORETICAL CONCEPT

JUDITH BUTLER — PERFORMATIVITY

Judith Butler is a U.S phi'iIOSOpher and gender theorist who
sets to challenge conventional notions of feminism and the
concept of gender as a performativity
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The idea that gender is not biologically fixed but
socially constructed. It is engrained in us by the media
and then self-performed until natural. Performativity
is not a singular act, but a repetition and a ritual

In simple terms...
Individuals act in particular ways (suggested by

society) to form and display their masculinity or
femininity (gender identity). It is not natural




BUTLER - PERFORMATIVITY - 2

The idea that identity is performatively constructed by
the very ‘expressions’ that are said to be its results (it
is manufactured through a set of acts). There is no
gender identity behind the expressions of gender

In simple terms...
There are no clear, set rules for any gender to follow

and individual identities are likely to be shaped by
repeated habits and acts, like that of a performance
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The idea that more diverse portrayals of femininity
are important, as they broaden the representations of
what women can be and are not limited by reductive
stereotypes repeated in patriarchal societies

In simple terms...
Traditional binary (male/female) representations lead

to the marginalization of female characters on screen.
More varied representations are needed
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