
CREATIVE CRITICAL REFLECTION

A-Level Media Studies – Foundation Portfolio
WEEK 2 – INTRODUCTION



FOUNDATION PORTFOLIO – 50 marks
You will work in groups of 4 and create:

1. A blog consisting of research and planning work (10 marks)
2. A full opening title sequence for a film (20 marks)
3. A creative critical reflection (20 marks)

All research and planning blog work should indicate who has
completed the necessary work. The final evaluative critical
reflection, however, must be completed independently.

REMINDER : COURSEWORK BRIEF





COMPONENT 1 - FOUNDATION PORTFOLIO

Production Skills
Opening Title Sequence

Apply knowledge and 
understanding of key 

concepts
Research and Planning

Creative Critical 
Reflection

Skills
Critical Reflection

Analyse and evaluate
own work

Critical Reflection Essay

Use appropriate media 
language to 

communicate meaning 
to an intended

audience

Use technical skills 
effectively to 
express and 

communicate 
ideas

Research, plan and 
apply knowledge and 

understanding

Use technical and 
creative

skills to express and
communicate ideas

Explain how meaning 
is created, supported 
with relevant textual 

evidence

10 Marks 10 Marks 10 Marks 10 Marks 10 Marks



CRITICAL REFLECTION - EVALUATION

THIS IS NOT AN ESSAY!

• On completion of the product, candidates must creatively 
reflect upon their work.

• Candidates may use any digital format, such as director 
commentaries, a presentation with voiceover, or podcasts.

• Candidates may use a different digital format to explore each 
of the compulsory four questions.

• Half of the marks available are connected to the academic 
quality of your response.

• The other half of the marks are connected to the technical and 
creative skill you demonstrate in communicating your answers.





How does your product use or challenge conventions and 
how does it represent social groups or issues?

PowerPoint presentation with video narration

QUESTIONS + FORMAT

How does your product engage with audiences and how 
would it be distributed as a real media text?

WordPress blog post with original film poster

Q1

Q2



QUESTIONS + FORMAT

How did your production skills develop throughout this 
project?

GarageBand podcast of your creative timeline

How did you integrate technologies – software, hardware 
and online – in this project?

Wix website presenting all technologies

Q3

Q4



EXAMINERS REPORT

Candidates must fully address the four set 
compulsory questions.

If candidates do not engage with all the 
questions, they self-penalize (reflected in 

the marking).

Candidates should offer a sophisticated 
range of analysis and evaluation of their 

own work through full responses to the set 
questions.

Technical and creative skills should be 
employed effectively to express and 

communicate ideas. 

Candidates should demonstrate a 
sophisticated understanding of how media 

language is used to communicate meaning to 
an appropriate target audience. 

Candidates can effectively acknowledge and 
reflect on professional products and industry 

conventions.

The strongest reflections come from 
candidates who can reflect on their wider 

industries and audiences' knowledge 
regarding effective product 

design/construction and distribution.

Successful candidates answered the questions 
using clear examples from all stages of their 

production.



MARK SCHEME

Use technical and creative skills to express and communicate ideas

A B C D E

9-10 7-8 5-6 3-4 1-2

Creative Critical 

Reflections show 
SOPHISTICATED 
technical skills 

throughout, 
with a wide 

range of 

creative 
approaches to 

create 

reflections 
which 

sophisticatedly 

engage the 
audience

Creative Critical 

Reflections
show EFFECTIVE 
technical skills

throughout, 
with a range of

creative 

approaches to 
create 

reflections 

which effectively 
engage

the audience

Creative Critical 

Reflections
show CLEAR 

technical skills

throughout, 
with more than 

one creative 

approach used 
to create 

reflections 

which mostly 
engage

the audience

Creative Critical 

Reflections show
LIMITED 

technical skills 

throughout,
often only one 

creative 

approach is used 
to create 

reflections 

which 
sometimes 
engage the 

audience

Creative Critical 

Reflections show
BASIC technical 

skills 

throughout,
with only one 

creative 

approach
used to create 

reflections with

limited appeal 
to the audience

Explain how meaning is created, supported with relevant textual evidence

A B C D E

9-10 7-8 5-6 3-4 1-2

SOPHISTICATED 
understanding of 
how meaning is 
created, offering
insightful critical 
comments on the 
successes of their 

own product,
fully supported 

with a wide range 
of examples.

SOPHISTICATED 
engagement with 
all four questions.
SOPHISTICATED 
understanding of 
the key concepts

THOROUGH 
understanding of 
how meaning is 
created, offering 

appropriate 
critical comments 
on the successes 

of their own 
products, 
effectively 

supported with a 
range of examples

THOROUGH 
engagement with 
all four questions.

EFFECTIVE 
understanding of 
the key concepts

CLEAR 
understanding of 
how meaning is 
created, offering 

appropriate 
critical comments 
on the successes 

of their own 
products, 

appropriately 
supported with 

examples.
CLEAR 

engagement with 
all four questions.

CLEAR 
understanding of 
the key concepts

LIMITED 
understanding of 
how meaning is 
created, offering 

appropriate 
critical comments 
on the successes 

of their own 
products, 
generally 

supported with 
limited examples.

LIMITED 
engagement with 

the questions, 
with some uneven 

coverage.
LIMITED 

understanding of 
the key concepts

MINIMAL 
understanding of 
how meaning is 
created, offering 
basic or obvious 

critical comments 
on the successes 

of their own 
products, with a 

minimal selection 
of examples.

BASIC 
engagement with 

the four 
questions, uneven 
coverage is likely.

BASIC 
understanding of 
the key concepts



1. Strive to produce your very best work, both in terms of an academic 

response and the creative and technical ways you present it.
2. You will have one week to complete each question (4 questions = 4 weeks).
3. Work should be submitted for assessment every Thursday. The next question 

will be introduced on Friday, giving you 7 days to complete each task.
4. It is essential to make progress each day, so maximise your time out of lessons.
5. Tasks are individual – including research, visual elements, and the write up.

6. You will be committing plagiarism if you copy words, facts, research or ideas 
from another person in your group, or if you let them copy it from you.

7. Reference all your sources clearly and honestly

• There are 4 components on the course that are all worth the same amount
• A1 Foundation Coursework (Opening Sequence) – 50 marks.

• A2 Advanced Coursework (Music Video) – 50 marks.
• Exam #1 (Media Texts and Contexts) – 50 marks.
• Exam #2 (Critical Perspectives) – 50 marks

• Your marks from the four units are then added up to give you a final score 
out of 200. Approximately 180 = A*, 160 = A, 140 = B, 120 = C, 100 = D, 80 = E

• Taking the above into account, you can see that the 20 marks of the CCR will 
have a significant impact on your final qualification grade. Every CCR mark 

will mean you need one less in the final written exams to achieve your goals.

FINAL CHECKLIST



Friday

5th June

2026

All coursework to be 
submitted digitally 
(on blogs) for final 

assessment and 
moderation

SUBMISSION DATE
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