
CREATIVE CRITICAL REFLECTION ï Q1

A-Level Media Studies ς Foundation Portfolio
WEEK 2 ς QUESTION 1





How does your product use or challenge conventions and
how does it represent social groups or issues?

Q1 BREAKDOWN

Opening Title Sequence

Re-Present Reality
Gender. Age. Social Class. 

Ethnicity. Sexuality. Regional 
Identity. Disability etc.

Feminism. Patriarchy. Coming 
of Age. Relationships. Mental 

Health etc.

Follow/Abide By

Go Against

Rules. Codes. 
Repeated 
Elements. 
Common 

Characteristics



ÅCreate a presentation (with video narration) to demonstrate how you 
have used genre conventions to produce your opening sequence AND 
analyse how your products represent social groups/issues.

ÅYour slides should consider how conventions have been used/followed 
or ignored/challenged from the film genre you have studied.

ÅYou must compare your opening sequence to at least 3-5 different texts 
(real films from your chosen genre referenced in your research blog).

Å¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ōǳǘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ 
WHY your opening sequence has been made the way it has (either to 
attract a target audience, or to comply with institutional requirements).

ÅIf you have followed or challenged conventions from another genre or 
media form, you can also make that comparison within your response.

ÅSpend a similar amount of time on conventions and representation 
(social groups and issues) ς they are worth the same marks!

Q1 GUIDANCE



GENRE : RECAP

ÁGenre refers to any form or type of 
communication in any mode with socially-
agreed-upon conventions developed over time

ÁGenre conventions are designed to ensure 
audiences gain gratification (pleasure) from 
the media content that they choose to 
consume

ÁSub-Genre = Smaller/niche versions of a larger genre
ÁHybrid-Genre = Two or more genres coming together



1
Discuss the conventions of the product:

Opening Title Sequence = Set the location and time of the text (the where and 

when) - Establish the genre of the film/TV show using key recognizable 
conventions - Introduce the main characters (protagonist and/or antagonist), 

giving hints and details of their current personality and character - Set the tone of 

the film - Give hints/suggestions of what the narrative may focus on (possible 
foreshadowing) - Use Enigmas to engage an audience

TWO POINT APPROACH

2
Discuss the conventions of your genre:

Action ς Crime ς Drama ς Fantasy ς Horror ς Comedy ς Romance ς 
Science Fiction ς Thriller ς War ς Western

You must also consider the conventions of a sub-genre if you chose one 
όIƻǊǊƻǊ Ґ {ƭŀǎƘŜǊΣ ½ƻƳōƛŜΣ {ǳǇŜǊƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΧ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜύ



REASONS WHY YOU MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
CONVENTIONAL:

ÅEasy to recognise and understand for audiences

ÅFulfils audience expectations

ÅAttracts fans of the genre / products

ÅMainstream texts tend to be conventional

SUPPORT or CHALLENGE CONVENTION?

REASONS YOU MIGHT HAVE CHOSEN TO BE 
UNCONVENTIONAL:

ÅWanted your text to be unique compared to others

Å²ŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ

ÅYour theme/narrative is niche and not mainstream

ÅYour audience are niche and not mainstream 



SENTENCE STARTERS

Å In my multiple analysis of real opening title sequences, I found that 
ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴǊŜ ƛǎ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΧ

ÅWe wanted our opening title sequence to feel professional, so we 
ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅΧ 

Å²Ŝ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜǎ ōȅΧ
ÅUnlike similar opening title sequences of that genre, we 
ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜΧ

ÅWe deliberately chose to be unconventional in this respect, 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΧ

CONVENTIONS TERMINOLOGY

KEY WORDS
Genre

Category/Type
Conventional/Unconvent'

Subvert/Challenge
Conform/Reflect

Common/Distinctive
Primary Research

Secondary Research

Audience Expectations
Familiar

Unique/Surprising
Typical/Counter Typical
Repertoire of elements

Recognisable
Recurring/Established

Analysis
Investigation



THEORIES : LANGUAGE - Q1

BARTHES
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Gender: Stereotypes

FEMALE
Weak

Vulnerable
Emotional

Co-operative
Loving/Caring

Damsel in Distress/Dumb Blonde
Sensitive/Kind

Supportive
Dependant

MALE ROLES ON SCREEN
Dominant and intellectual

Active Roles (Driving the Narrative)
Decision makers ς take the lead

Saviour/Protector
Physically and Mentally Strong

FEMALE ROLES ON SCREEN
Vulnerable and Emotional

Passive Roles (In need of protection)
Submissive (Often sexually)

Produced to Gratify Male Viewers
Lack of independence ς Relies on male decisions

GENDER : STEREOTYPES

MALE
Brave/Strong

Secure 
Leaders

Stubborn
Aggressive

Heroic
Ruthless

Competitive
Independent



Caucasian Black East Asian South Asian
Eastern 

European
Middle 
Eastern

Hispanic/ 
Latino

Å Hegemony in 
Society

Å Intelligent 
ÅWealthy
Å Successful 
ÅMiddle Class
Å High Status

Å Criminals
Å Loud
Å Expressive
Å Aggressive 
Å Lower class
Å Unintelligent
Å Savage

Å Intelligent
Å Doctors
Å Science/Tech
Å Socially 

Awkward
Å Religious 

fanatics

Å Intelligent
Å Doctors
Å Run own 

businesses
Å Exotic
Å Segregated 

communities

Å Hard 
working

Å Lower class
Å Drink culture
Å Aggressive
Å Asylum 

seekers

Å Religious
Å Terrorism
ÅMisogynists
Å Large 

Families
Å Traditional 

Values

Å Drug Lords
Å Dictators
Å Irrational
ÅManipulative
Å Rich Culture
ÅMaids
Å Immigrants

ETHNICITY : STEREOTYPES



TEENAGERS ADULTS THE ELDERLY

Positives
Active

Sociable
Innocent

Strong minded
Future minds
Adventurous
Fun/outgoing

Positives
Responsible/Providers

Reliable
Role Models

Mature
Settled in Life

Career Minded
Self-Sufficient

Positives
Wise

Respected
Authoritative
Well Educated

Free
Wealthy
Stable

Negatives
Lazy

Rebellious
Rude

Hormonal
Vulnerable

Naive
Dependent

Negatives
Bossy

Arrogant
Patronizing

Unable to process another view
Unreasonable
Poor Listeners

Too Busy

Negatives
Fragile/Weak
Vulnerable

Mentally Incompetent
Lonely/Depressed

Dependent/Burden
Boring/Reflective

Unwilling/Unable to try new things

AGE : STEREOTYPES



LOWER CLASS WORKING CLASS MIDDLE CLASS UPPER CLASS

Dominant View:
The most inferior group 

on the social ladder, 
often demonised by the 

media

Stereotypes:
Poor

Criminals
Lack of values
Broken families

Chavs (sub-culture)
No aspirations/ambition

Tax dodgers
Poor health

Rely on benefits
Unemployed
Uneducated

Dominant View:
Inferior to middle classes 
+ often represented as 

plucky and humorous by 
the media

Stereotypes:
Liberal thinking

Close/local communities
Manual labour/trade

Unskilled work
Cash in hand

Desire to work
State Educated

Money struggles
Strong work ethic

Sense of self respect
Self sufficient

Dominant View:
Viewed as the marker for 
ΨƴƻǊƳŀƭΩ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ 
seen as socially stable in 

the media

Stereotypes:
Strong family values

Polite
Well mannered

Intelligent
Well educated

Reserved
State/Privately Educated

Well spoken
Good income

Financially comfortable
Good job/Career minded

Dominant View:
The most superior group 

on the ladder, often 
represented as 

aspirational by the media

Stereotypes:
Rich

Outlandish
Arrogant

Judgemental
Out of touch
Sophisticated
Authoritative

Privately Educated
High positions of power

Influential
Nobility/Aristocracy

SOCIAL CLASS : STEREOTYPES



SEXUALITY : STEREOTYPES

LESBIAN

Strong
Masculine Traits

Butch
Femme

No Male Company
Dominant

Angry
Judgemental

Radical Feminists
Pro Women Rights

Competitive
Confident

Sporty

GAY

Physique Obsessed
Feminine Traits

Effeminate
Female Company

Extravagant
Fashion Orientated

Loud
Theatrical

Overtly Proud
Flamboyant

Camp
Sexual Innuendos

Promiscuous



BFI ς DEPICTIONS OF DISABILITIES ON SCREEN

1. Pitiable and Pathetic
2. A Victim (Sweet and Innocent)

3. Sinister or Evil
4. Objects of Curiosity/Violence/Freak show

5. Super Cripple (Noble/triumphant over tragedy)
6. Laughable and the Butt of Jokes

7. Their Own Worst Enemy (Angry/Chip on Shoulder)
8. A Burden or Outcast from Society

9. A Non-Sexual Person
10. Incapable of Participating in Daily Life

DISABILITY : STEREOTYPES



Q1 TERMINOLOGY

TOPICS

Feminism
Patriarchy
Oppression

Relationships
Coming of Age

Identity
Mental Health

KEY WORDS

Represents
Connotes
Signifies
Suggests
Portrays
Depicts
Reflects

TECHNICAL

Camera
(Sizing + Angles + Movements)

Editing
(Continuity + Non-Continuity)

Sound
(Diegetic + Non-Diegetic)

Mise-en-Scene
Composition

REPRESENTATION

Marginalization
Stereotypes

Countertypes
Mis-Representation

Under-Representation
Ideologies
Hegemony
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THEORIES : REPRESENTATION - Q1








