
CREATIVE CRITICAL REFLECTION – Q4

A-Level Media Studies – Foundation Portfolio
WEEK 5 – Question 4





Q4 BREAKDOWN

How did you integrate technologies – software,
hardware and online – in this project?

Tools, Machines, Gadgets Programmes, Apps, Systems

Equipment, Devices Digital Content

Use, Exploit, Combine

Opening Title Sequence



• You are required to create a Wix website, which includes a 
homepage, and a minimum of four other tabs/webpages.

• Homepage + Pre-Production + Production + Post-Production + Evaluation

• The word ‘integrate’ can be confusing, but essentially it is asking HOW 
and WHY you USED TECHNOLOGIES. 

• On each webpage, you must provide a selection of detailed examples 
from your project. You should use videos, photos, images, gifs, 
screengrabs and screen recordings to demonstrate your use of 
technology (for example… a screengrab of you using lasso tool in 
Photoshop or a photo of you filming a shot with the Black Magic). Before 
and after shots are an effective way of demonstrating the process and 
outcome of using a specific technology.

• You do not have to mention ALL the suggested technologies, as some people will 
have used different things to others, so only discuss what is relevant to you.

Q4 GUIDANCE



REQUIREMENTS
1. State the question in full for the title at the top of the homepage
2. Add a link to your personal blog (URL - Public)
3. Embed your final opening title sequence video from YouTube
4. Provide short definitions of the key words in the question 

(technologies, software, hardware and online)
5. Create clickable menu links to the following pages: Pre-Production. 

Production. Post-Production and Evaluation

1 HOMEPAGE

• It is extremely important that you visualise your website 
style/brand on your initial home page.

• Consider the genre of your opening title sequence and 
replicate the codes and conventions in your layout, imagery 
and typography choices.



2 PRE-PRODUCTION

POSSIBLE TECHNOLOGIES USED
• Smart Phone/Black Magic Cameras – taking photos/videos for 

practical workshop, auditions, rehearsals, test shoots etc.
• Editing apps / programmes (Premiere, iMovie etc.) – gaining basic 

editing skills in workshops, lessons or test shoots.
• News Websites – for researching stories and ideas for narratives.
• WhatsApp/Text – how did you communicate with your 

group/actors?
• YouTube/Netflix – researching real films/titles/genre etc.
• Specific web pages to help with inspiration/ideas/conventions etc.
• Online or offline scripting or storyboarding sites/apps/software.
• Amazon/ASOS apps/websites – buying props, costumes etc.

• It is important that you cover all aspects of technology that 
you used during your research and planning stages.



3 PRODUCTION

TECHNOLOGIES USED

• Cameras – Smart Phones + Blackmagic Mini URSA 4k Camera
• Lens = DZOfilm Pictor Zoom Lens 50-125mm + 20-55mm
• Tripod: ‘Vinten’ Pro Touch Pt-520 Tripod With Pro 5 Head
• Mount: ‘Losmandy’ Porta Jib

• Lighting = ‘Astera’ ASPFP1 Titan Tube
• Sound = ‘Sennheiser’ Rifle Microphone

• Communication: WhatsApp, Snap Chat, Messenger etc.
• Other: Monitor, audio player, apps etc.

• You have used a full array of technologies throughout the 
production of your opening title sequence, mainly during 
your shoot day. Cover as many examples as possible.



TECHNOLOGIES USED
• ‘Apple’ Mac Pro
• ‘Adobe Creative Suite’ - Premiere Pro
• Other editing software such as Photoshop, After Effects etc.
• Sound/Music editing software such as Garage Band, Logic Pro etc.
• Websites like for tutorials, learning skills, tool use, Sound FX etc.

• Post-production is the final part of the process of 
filmmaking, occurring after principal photography or the 
recording/capturing of raw elements - so basically editing.

• For each technology used, you must give several specific 
examples of how/why you used them. This includes; 
specific editing techniques, sequencing processes, 
transitions (video + audio), tool use, specific filters, effects, 
sound design, sound mixing, title cards, font decisions etc.

4 POST-PRODUCTION



TECHNOLOGIES USED
• PowerPoint – Presentation Software (Q1)
• Zoom/Loom – Video Software (Q1)
• WordPress - Blogging Website (Q2)
• Photoshop/Canva – Film Poster (Q2)
• Garageband – Podcast Software (Q3)
• Wix – Website developer (Q4)

• Digital Cameras
• Smart Phone
• Laptop/PC/Tablet/Mac
• Other websites – infographics, surveys, YouTube, social media 

platforms, GIF generators, Google etc.

• Although a little off-kilter, you are required to talk about 
the technologies you used to make this very evaluation.

5 CCR EVALUATION



Q4 TERMINOLOGY

KEY WORDS
Manipulating

Capturing
Importing/Exporting

Creativity
Enhancing

Improved Quality
User Experience
Digital Platforms

SENTENCE STARTERS

• The decision to use Wix as an exhibition platform was due to…
• Thanks to the development of technological convergence…
• A multi-functional smart phone was a perfect technology to use…
• Web 2.0 sites such as YouTube were extremely helpful when…
• The 4k Blackmagic camera resolution enhanced our outcome by…
• When sequencing on Premiere Pro, we adopted the approach of…
• Communication technologies such as WhatsApp helped us by…
• On demand streaming platforms such as Netflix, allowed us to…

Connectivity
Convergence
Embed/Share
Social Media
Global Village

Web 2.0
Webpages/Tabs

Integrate
Process - Outcome



Example – Use of a Weather App

What we did – For our thriller opening sequence we used the Met weather service app to find out when 
the weather would be suitable for filming. As our film was broadly within the horror thriller sub-genre, 
we wanted to make sure the elements were suitable for creating the right tension in our sequence

Why we did it – As we wanted a wet and windy night outside, we used the app to find the best date to 
film and then plan our sequence for that night so we could record the foley sounds that would best reflect 

the cold and blustery wind required as our main protagonist finds the dead body outside.

What we achieved – Through using the app, we were able to coordinate our dates for filming much 

better and organise our time ready for our shoot. Had we not had the app, we may not have been able to 
film on the right date and therefore would have had a harder time obtaining the right sounds for our film.

• Webpages should be clear and concise in their layout (not too busy… not too sparse).
• Spacing is vitally important between titles, blocks of text and images/videos.
• A uniformed style is again, very important (each page should include the same fonts, 

consistent colour scheme etc).

• As an approach, avoid simply writing a list of all the technologies you used. Rather, you 
must EXPLAIN why and how you used that technology and what outcomes you obtained 
from this (What you did + Why you did it + What you achieved).

Q4 PRESENTING ADVICE



Q4 SECTIONS
HOMEPAGE

Web Page 1
State the question in full for the title at the top of the homepage. Add a link to your personal blog (URL - Public). Embed your final opening title 

sequence video from YouTube. Provide short definitions of the key words in the question (technologies, software, hardware and online). Create clickable 
menu links to the following pages: Pre-Production. Production. Post-Production and Evaluation.

PRE-PRODUCTION

Web Page 2

How did you integrate technologies – software, hardware and online – in PRE-PRODUCTION?

Smart Phone/Black Magic Cameras – taking photos/videos for practical workshop, auditions, rehearsals, test shoots etc. Editing apps / programmes 
(Premiere, iMovie etc.) – gaining basic editing skills in workshops, lessons or test shoots. News Websites – for researching stories and ideas for narratives. 
WhatsApp/Text – how did you communicate with your group/actors? YouTube/Netflix – researching real films/titles/genre etc. Specific web pages to help 

with inspiration/ideas/conventions etc. Online or offline scripting or storyboarding sites/apps/software. Amazon/ASOS apps/websites – buying things etc.

PRODUCTON

Web Page 3

How did you integrate technologies – software, hardware and online – in PRODUCTION?
Cameras – Smart Phones + Blackmagic Mini URSA 4k Camera. Lens = DZOfilm Pictor Zoom Lens 50-125mm + 20-55mm. Tripod: ‘Vinten’ Pro Touch Pt-520 

Tripod With Pro 5 Head. Mount: ‘Losmandy’ Porta Jib. Lighting = ‘Astera’ ASPFP1 Titan Tube. Sound = ‘Sennheiser’ Rifle Microp hone. Communication: 
WhatsApp, Snap Chat, Messenger etc. Other: Monitor, audio player, apps etc.

POST-PRODUCTION

Web Page 4
How did you integrate technologies – software, hardware and online – in POST-PRODUCTION?
‘Apple’ Mac Pro. ‘Adobe Creative Suite’ - Premiere Pro. Other editing software such as Photoshop, After Effects etc. Sound/Music editing software such as 

Garageband, Logic Pro etc. Websites like for tutorials, learning skills, tool use, Sound FX etc.

EVALUATION (CCR)

Web Page 5

How did you integrate technologies – software, hardware and online – in the EVALUATION?
PowerPoint – Presentation Software (Q1). Zoom/Loom – Video Software (Q1). WordPress - Blogging Website (Q2). Photoshop/Canva – Film Poster (Q2). 

Garageband – Podcast Software (Q3). Wix – Website developer (Q4). Digital Cameras. Smart Phone. Laptop/PC/Tablet/Mac. Other websites – infographics, 
surveys, YouTube, social media platforms, GIF generators, Google etc.
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