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“The idea that colonial discourses continue to inform 
contemporary attitudes to race and ethnicity in the 

postcolonial era”

In simple terms…
What happened during the colonial era still impacts 

the way society / audiences view today's world, 
especially attitudes about race and ethnicity



“The idea that civilisationism constructs racial 
hierarchies and sets up binary oppositions based on 

notions of otherness”

In simple terms…
The belief that certain cultures are more civilized than 

others creates opposites that can alienate groups
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“The idea that despite living in a ‘post-colonial’ world 
which has overcome its violent past (slavery), people 
of colour are still oppressed/othered/discriminated 

against through colonial ideas = Us vs Them”

In simple terms…
Caucasian power is still evident in modern society, 

something that is perpetuated through the media to 
create an us (civilized) vs them (uncivilized) message
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Gilroy’s theory explores the ideas that race and ethnicity continue to inform contemporary 
attitudes in the post-colonial era (modern world). He highlights that the Western ‘civilised’ world 
constructs racial hierarches and binary oppositions based on notions of otherness.

COLONIAL DISCOURSE =

• IMPERIALISM: extending a country's power/influence through colonisation or military force.
• COLONIALISM: The policy of a nation seeking to extend/retain authority over other 

people/territories.
• POST-COLONIAL: a theoretical approach in various disciplines that is concerned with the lasting 

impact of colonization in former colonies and their citizens.
• ORIENTALISM: how the West paints an exaggerated picture of the East as being exotic, 

dangerous and different. 
• DIASPORA: the dispersion or spread of any people from their original homeland
• OTHERNESS: the quality or fact of being different.
• CIVILISATIONISM: This Western attitude of eastern culture as exotic, backward, uncivilized, and 

at times dangerous – could be true for the way the West see ALL non-western cultures.
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