ANTONIO GRAMSCI — CULTURAL HEGEMONY

Antonio Gramsci was an ltalian Marxist philosopher,
journalist, writer, and politician who wrote on philosophy,
political theory, sociology, history, and linguistics



GRAMSGI - HEGEMONY - 1

The idea that one social group and its ideologies
dominates over that of another. Hegemonic control
and power could potentially be used to influence
society’s beliefs and behaviour

In simple terms...
Within every social group, there is always one

dominant/more powerful side/group that is more
influential than the other




GRAMSGI - HEGEMONY - 2

The idea that consent to the rule of the dominant
group is achieved by the spread of ideologies (beliefs,
assumptions, and values) through social institutions
such as schools, churches and the media

In simple terms...
Institutions socialize people into the beliefs of the

dominant group. As such, the group that controls
these institutions controls the rest of society.




GRAMSGI - HEGEMONY - 3

The idea that mass media is controlled by the
dominant class in society, which uses it as a vehicle for
exerting control over the rest of society (also known
as media hegemony)

In simple terms...
The media consistently presents the ideas and values

of the dominant group as ‘the norm’ and use this to
their advantage (reinforce hegemonic ideologies)
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