
THE DAILY MIRROR
Component 1 Section A – Media Language & Representation

NEWSPAPERS – SET TEXT – L5



ON PAPER:
Complete the research stage of your Daily Mirror set text pack

Use the mac room – you have 45 minutes

DATE AND TITLE ALL WRITTEN WORK

STARTER ACTIVITY



SET TEXT
The Daily Mirror – Partygate



KEY INFORMATION
Newspaper:

The Daily Mirror

Established:
1903

Format:
National Mid-Market UK Tabloid Newspaper

Slogan:
Heart of Britain - Suggests it stands up for ordinary UK people

Readership:
Predominantly C2DE - Over 35 - Working Class

Political Stance:
Left-Wing

Political Party:
The Labour Party Supporters



KEY THEORIES TO APPLY



OPENING 

ANALYSIS

1. What date was the set text published and why is this specific date important?
• The edition was published on the 1st of February 2022 following the revelation of multiple parties taking 

place in Downing Street during nationwide lockdowns, some of which were attended by Boris Johnson.

2. What is the lead story?
• Boris Johnson refuses to quit over ‘Partygate’, despite investigations into 12 separate lockdown parties

3. Why is the lead story controversial?
• The response to the Covid-19 pandemic by the UK Government has divided opinion in the UK due to the 

restrictions put in place and the number of UK deaths from Covid-19 topping of 208,000.

4. What are the newspapers feelings towards the lead story?
• The Daily Mirror has consistently adopted a critical approach of the conservative government's handling 

of the Covid pandemic.

5. In what way does the headline position the reader?
• The headline informs the readers that the right-wing government were not able to follow their own 

restrictions.

6. Does this create a moral panic/sense of fear in the reader? How?
• ‘Zero Shame’ could create panic/anger amongst the UK population, offering zero sympathy from the 

government.

7. How does this position the Prime Minister?
• Boris Johnson is positioned as arrogant and self-serving.

8. What is the dominant/preferred reading?
• The government are unable to act in the public's best interests and effective action needs to be taken 

following these revelations.



CONTEXTS
What was ‘Partygate’?



WATCH THE VIDEO ON ‘PARTYGATE: A TIMELINE OF DOWNING STREET PARTIES’
What impact could this have on the public’s trust of the government?

VIDEO TASK
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPAe84eo5PE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPAe84eo5PE


Following the vast spread of Coronavirus in 2020, like many parts of the world, the UK 
was placed under strict lockdown restrictions, that prohibited social gatherings

The restrictions set out by the government prohibited the mixing of households, resulting 
in families and friends being unable to spend Christmas 2020 with their loved ones

However, it was reported in November 2021 that there were controversies surrounding 
allegations regarding parties and social gatherings held by the Conservative Party in 

Number 10, during these national lockdowns

THIS WAS NICKNAMED ‘PARTYGATE'
The suffix ‘gate’ was first used in the ‘Watergate’ scandal in the US in the early 1970s which resulted 

in the resignation of President Richard Nixon. It has since been used to suggest a far-reaching 
scandal, usually related to politics or government

PARTYGATE



POLITICAL CONTEXT:
The story was first reported by the Daily Mirror in November 2021 and alleged that 

during the lockdown over the Christmas period in 2020, parties had been held at 
Downing Street, some of which had been attended by Prime Minister Boris Johnson.

These accusations led to an inquiry being undertaken by senior civil servant Sue Gray, 
the results of which were published in January 2022.

On the edition date, it was reported that Sue Gray revealed the Metropolitan Police 
were investigating several possible breaches of lockdown by No 10. Despite these 

revelations, Johnson refused calls for his resignation (some from his own party).

Following the resignation of Theresa May, Boris Johnson had faced regular leadership 
challenges due to his response in handling the Covid-19 pandemic.

CONTEXT



SOCIAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXTS:
All newspapers reflect the social and cultural contexts of the time they were 

produced. The Daily Mirror targets a lower middle class/working class readership 
through its news values, stories, and how particular social groups are represented.

The choice to focus on this particular story reinforces a common social theme for this 
newspaper – ‘Us vs Them’, the idea that the government has issued rules that they feel 

they do not have to abide by (one rule for them, another for everyone else).

In the editorial, the newspaper asserts itself as the voice of ‘the British people’, allying 
with them using the personal pronoun ‘us’ in ‘it makes us look cheap and nasty’.

The newspaper’s plug also reflects a cultural context, advertising a feature on the 
Platinum Jubilee and reinforcing the cultural heritage of the UK.

CONTEXT



FRONT COVER
The Daily Mirror



TASK

ON YOUR TABLES,

DISCUSS YOUR INITIAL THOUGHTS ON 
THE EXAMPLE NEWSPAPER TEXT

FOCUS:
Media Language
Representation

Context



Complete an IMAGERY and ANCHORAGE textual analysis of the Daily Mirror front 
cover, covering Media Language, Representation and Contexts

Media Language: mise-en-scene + colour + camera framing/shots + codes, 
conventions + theory (Barthes ‘Semiotics’ and Levi-Strauss ‘Structuralism’)

Representation: social groups + ideologies + stereotyping 
+ under/misrepresentation + theory (Hall ‘Representation’)

Conventions: headline, lead story, secondary story, straplines etc.

Typography: language + type/font + scale + mode of address + word connotation 
etc.

Newspaper Terms: Sensationalism – Bias – Polysemic – Gatekeeping – News Values

Contexts: Social – Political – Cultural – Historical – Economical

FRONT COVER: IMAGERY + ANCHORAGE

?



• The layout and design are conventional of tabloid newspapers, which is generally image led rather 
than text led (less copy). Mirror readership might have low literacy levels, so bold san-serif fonts are 
used to anchor imagery.

• The page is split between the political story (taking prominence) and a plug promoting the Platinum 
Jubilee feature. The medium close-up shots of the Queen and her father act as iconic symbolism of 
patriotism, with costumes connoting wealth, status, culture and traditional values (old photos).

• The smirking image of Boris Johnson dominates the front cover and anchors the headline – he 
appears unconcerned and arrogant (left-wing view). Although wearing a suit, he looks messy and 
dishevelled, connoting that he is a bit lazy and unprofessional.

• In the chosen secondary image, the disdain of opposition leader Sir Keir Starmer, demonstrated 
through his NVC, is likely to be shared by the majority of the left wing Daily Mirror readers (he is 
represented as calm and in control).

• The lack of visual adverts (rare for a tabloid – working class demographic) helps to reinforce the 
serious nature of this political story as readers are expected to focus solely on the failings of the 
current right-wing government.

• All males included on the front cover are all wearing suits and ties, representing men as in positions of 
power, authority, and wealth (patriarchal).

FRONT COVER: IMAGERY



• The masthead is bold and recognisable as a red top tabloid. The typography is strong, and the name 
conveys messages about how it may ‘hold a mirror’ up to what is taking place in society.

• The slogan within the masthead ‘Heart of Britain’ suggests the role the newspaper has in society and 
that it cares about what is happening to the people of the UK.

• The accompanying caption to the image of Labour leader Keir Starmer reads ‘Crushing’, reinforcing 
the left-wing stance of the newspaper and their support of the labour party and their leader.

• The headline is brief and dramatic, typical of the paper’s style (tabloid) and uses emotive language 
such as ‘Zero Shame’. The strapline ‘Gray Report Fallout’ gives the story negative connotations.

• The sub-heading uses numbers to highlight the weight of his alleged misdemeanours, with evidence 
to support – ‘300 pictures handed over’ – This makes the story very persuasive and puts emphasis 
on ZERO after providing mainly high numbers to highlight the magnitude of Johnsons crimes.

• The newspaper reinforces the stubborn nature of the Prime Minister with the inclusion of 
the caption ‘I’M NOT GOING’ suggesting his failure to take responsibility for what has happened.

• Language used is emotive and reflects the values and attitudes of the newspaper and their political 
allegiance - referring to Boris Johnson as ‘shameless’ (bias) + the mode of address is direct using 
colloquialisms such as ‘cops’ and ‘lockdown bashes’ to engage with the readership (working class).

• The inclusion of the ellipsis constructs a dramatic pause before ‘and still’, suggesting the weight of 
evidence against him should be enough, but he still does not take responsibility (no apology).

FRONT COVER: ANCHORAGE



• The construction of the representation 
of the event and the key players on the 
front page is dominated by the large 
image of Boris Johnson, anchored by the 
dramatic headline and subheadings.

• He has been criticised previously for his 
‘smirk’ and here the newspaper has 
selected an image with this expression, 
reinforced by the caption ‘I’m Not 
Going’ which connotes his seemingly 
uncaring attitude.

• Stereotypical representations of the 
prime minister and other government 
members are used to convey its left-
wing agenda and raise awareness of 
inequalities in society. A reminded of 
how those in power flouted the rules set 
whilst the ‘ordinary person’ conformed 
to restrictions and suffered as a result.

EXAMPLE SENTENCES: FRONT COVER
• The choice of the image of Boris Johnson 

focuses on his code of expression and 
the anchor of the caption.

• This selection and combination conveys 
the attitudes and beliefs of the Mirror 
whose political allegiance of left wing is 
suggested by the more active image of 
Keir Starmer and the anchor ‘Crushing’, 
referring to the way he dealt with Boris 
Johnson in the House of Commons.

• The combination of images, layout and 
language choices construct a negative 
representation of the event and the 
prime minister’s role in it.

• Readers response to the representation 
of the event would be to accept the 
newspaper’s view as it reinforces their 
own ideas about the government.



DOUBLE PAGE ARTICLE
The Daily Mirror



TASK

ON YOUR TABLES,

DISCUSS YOUR INITIAL THOUGHTS ON 
THE EXAMPLE NEWSPAPER TEXT

FOCUS:
Media Language
Representation

Context



Complete an IMAGERY and ANCHORAGE textual analysis of the Daily Mirror double 
page spread, covering Media Language, Representation and Contexts

Media Language: mise-en-scene + colour + camera framing/shots + codes, 
conventions + theory (Barthes ‘Semiotics’ and Levi-Strauss ‘Structuralism’)

Representation: social groups + ideologies + stereotyping + under/misrepresentation 
+ theory (Hall ‘Representation’)

Conventions: headline, lead story, secondary story, straplines etc.

Typography: language + type/font + scale + mode of address + word connotation 
etc.

Newspaper Terms: Sensationalism – Bias – Polysemic – Gatekeeping – News Values

Contexts: Social – Political – Cultural – Historical – Economical

DOUBLE PAGE: IMAGERY + ANCHORAGE

?



• The double page spread is busy and eye- catching. It incorporates a range of different newspaper 
features including the editorial, letter, direct quotations, large images, as well as the central story.

• The central images are emotive and dramatic, juxtaposing the scene from the hospital ward (PPE) with 
one of the prime minister smirking, looking furtive and holding a glass of wine (giving the audience 
perspective on the context).

• Johnson is represented as being lazy, enjoying middle to upper class luxuries, instead of doing what he 
is elected to do and save lives/protect the public (further reinforces the government broke rules while 
people were suffering).

• In contrast, the doctors and nurses are represented as heroic, with their jobs being portrayed as risky, 
dangerous, yet essential. Positive messages about key workers and the NHS (image + vaccine side 
article) make them seem like both heroes and victims of the pandemic.

• The selection and combination of images contributes to the construction of the representations of the 
issue and the people involved. The choice of image for Boris Johnson, accompanied by the anchor 
‘Rule Breaker’, directly contrasts with the image from the hospital.

• Satirical political cartoon represents Boris Johnson as being so bad even Putin doesn’t want to talk to 
him. Links him to ideas of tyranny and control (potential bias left wing views expected to be found in a 
newspaper such as The Daily Mirror).

DOUBLE PAGE: IMAGERY



• The branding of the newspaper continues onto these pages with the use of the colour red linking to the 
‘red top’ masthead. The subheading, pull quote and Sir Keir Starmer’s name are also in a red palette, 
connoting the political allegiance of the newspaper.

• The main feature being written by the oppositional Labour Party leader Sir Keir Starmer, explains some of 
the bias against Boris Johnson and the Conservative Party in the article.

• The large headline is emotive, echoing the FC headline by repeating the word ‘shame’, conveying the 
Mirror’s values and opinions on what happened. This is also reflected in the additional ‘stain on our 
great nation’ article that uses negative language to create the impression of Tories ruining the country.

• The pull quotes in this section (emphasised using large quotation marks) use language that conveys the 
feeling of the newspaper: ‘continues to lie’ - ‘a mockery’ (appeals to less educated readers).

• The inclusion of small opinion pieces/individual stories of ordinary people personalises the story by 
making it about the experiences of individuals, rather than a complicated political progress involving 
subjects distanced from the newspaper’s readers. Together, they connote Johnson as being unpopular 
(the selected people also reflect the diverse Mirror readership – mixed ages, genders, ethnicities etc.)

• Keir Starmer’s ‘Dear Mirror Readers’, strikes a personal tone and reinforces the values and beliefs of 
the newspaper and the expectations of the readers. He also uses inclusive language such as ‘when WE 
were tested’ and ‘OUR response to COVID’ to help represent him as a man of the people.

• His use of flattery - “The British public are not fools” quote, represents the public as being intelligent, 
reflecting Starmer’s desire to gain voter support.

DOUBLE PAGE: ANCHORAGE



• The newspaper has made decisions regarding 
how the story will be mediated and what the 
focus will be. In the case of this double page 
spread, the focus of the representation is on a 
range of different responses to ‘Partygate’, all 
of which construct a negative representation of 
the government and, in particular, the prime 
minister. This mediation of the story is to be 
expected from a left-wing publication.

• The use of the direct quotations and the 
inclusion of individual stories and 
representations of ordinary people 
personalises the story by making it about the 
experiences of individuals, rather than a 
complicated political progress involving 
subjects distanced from the newspaper’s 
readers. This technique is used by the news 
media to help audiences build emotional 
engagement with political stories and is a 
technique particularly used by tabloid 
newspapers.

EXAMPLE SENTENCES: DOUBLE PAGE

• A similar technique is used through the 
inclusion of the open letter from Keir Starmer, 
‘Dear Mirror Readers,’, which strikes a personal 
tone and reinforces the values and beliefs of 
the newspaper and the expectations of the 
readers.

• The selection and combination: the choice of 
the image of Boris Johnson, accompanied by 
the anchor ‘Rule Breaker’, directly contrasts 
with the image from the hospital and that of 
the ‘voice of reason’ Keir Starmer with the 
anchor: ‘he should do the decent thing and 
resign.’ This constructs a representation of the 
issue from a left-wing perspective.

• Language and mode of address: the use of 
emotive and declamatory language constructs 
a negative representation of Boris Johnson –
‘disgraced country’s highest office,’, ‘fiasco’ and 
‘stain on our great nation’. The use of ‘our’ 
encourages the audience to join with the 
newspaper in condemning these actions.



THEORY
The Daily Mirror



EXAMPLE 1
The Daily Mirror uses stereotypical representations of the prime minister and 
other members of the government to convey its left-wing agenda and to raise 

awareness of inequalities in society. This is particularly pertinent with this story 
through which the inequalities in power are highlighted – those in power have 
been seen to flout the rules they themselves set, whilst the ‘ordinary person’ 

conformed to the restrictions and suffered as a result.

EXAMPLE 2
The representation of Partygate and of those involved in it are constructed 
through the language of recognisable signs. Codes of clothing are used to 

convey messages about social standing. Similarly, the sign of the glass of fizz in 
the hand of Boris Johnson connotes a party and is juxtaposed against the signs 

that suggest the ‘Critical care’ ward, leading the audience to draw negative 
conclusions about his behaviour.

HALL: EXAMPLE THEORY



EXAMPLE 1
The Daily Mirror uses stereotypical representations of the prime minister and 
other members of the government to convey its left-wing agenda and to raise 

awareness of inequalities in society. This is particularly pertinent with this story 
through which the inequalities in power are highlighted – those in power have 
been seen to flout the rules they themselves set, whilst the ‘ordinary person’ 

conformed to the restrictions and suffered as a result.

EXAMPLE 2
The representation of Partygate and of those involved in it are constructed 
through the language of recognisable signs. Codes of clothing are used to 

convey messages about social standing. Similarly, the sign of the glass of fizz in 
the hand of Boris Johnson connotes a party and is juxtaposed against the signs 

that suggest the ‘Critical care’ ward, leading the audience to draw negative 
conclusions about his behaviour.

HALL: EXAMPLE THEORYTASK:
Choose one of the two 

points you have just 
looked at

Construct a sentence 
using the PEETA 

structure:
Point

Example
Explanation

Theory
Analysis



EXAMPLE 1
The language used across the double page spread vilifies the government 
and their actions. Binary opposites are used to reinforce the point – ‘quiet 

dignity’ set against ‘lying bombast’.

EXAMPLE 2
The presence of both the Conservative party leader, Boris Johnson and the 

Labour party leader Sir Keir Starmer creates another binary opposition. It has 
clearly been communicated who readers should position themselves 

in favour of and which side of the binary opposition holds more ideological 
significance.

EXAMPLE 3

There is also a binary opposition between the government, Boris Johnson and 
‘the people’ which feeds into the ‘us VS them’ ideology of ‘populism’.

LEVI-S’: EXAMPLE THEORY



EXAMPLE 1
The language used across the double page spread vilifies the government 
and their actions. Binary opposites are used to reinforce the point – ‘quiet 

dignity’ set against ‘lying bombast’.

EXAMPLE 2
The presence of both the Conservative party leader, Boris Johnson and the 

Labour party leader Sir Keir Starmer creates another binary opposition. It has 
clearly been communicated who readers should position themselves 

in favour of and which side of the binary opposition holds more ideological 
significance.

EXAMPLE 3

There is also a binary opposition between the government, Boris Johnson and 
‘the people’ which feeds into the ‘us VS them’ ideology of ‘populism’.

LEVI-S’: EXAMPLE THEORYTASK:
Choose one of the 

three points you have 
just looked at

Construct a sentence 
using the PEETA 

structure:
Point

Example
Explanation

Theory
Analysis



5 MIN PLENARY TASK
Write a short paragraph analysing the use of Media Language and 

Representation in either the Daily Mirror front cover or double page article.

REMEMBER! ON YOUR OWN & IN SILENCE

TAKE NOTE OF ANY HOMEWORK/PREP WORK


