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published. Discuss your answers/opinions with your table
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How to be fit?

Do the bare minimum

There was too little
thought given to what
was happening across
the country

There were failure

of leadership and
judgment by diff
parts of No 10...

Sue Gray

Boris Johnson heads to the Commons to give a statement on Sue Gray's update into lockdown parties at No 10.

He promised change and rejected repeated calls to quit

Police investigate PM’
four lockdown parties

@ Detectives examining hundreds of photos ® Gray critic

Steven Swinford Political Editor
Oliver Wright Policy Editor

Boris Johnson is facing a police investi-
gation over at least four lockdown
parties he was directly involved in as
detectives examine more than 300
phatographs connected to the events

Sue Gray, a senior civil servant
accused Downing Street yesterday of
serious failures of “leadership and
Judgment” over some of the events, at
which “excessive quantities” of alcohol
were drunk

She said that staff in No 10 had not
met the “high standards expected ofthe

entire British population” as she
disclosed that she had investigated 16
alleged parties, 12 of which are being
looked at by the police. Four of them
involve the prime minister directly
Her report disdosed almost no
details of the parties, the content
having been pared down after the
Metropolitan Police told her last week
to make “minimal reference” to them.
Gray made clear to Johnson in a call
on Sunday that she expected her
findings 10 be published in full once the
police had completed their inquiries.
Johnson initially dedlined to do so
even after senior aides in No 10 said it

The Times’ verdict
Full analysis and
comment inside

News, pages 6-9
William Hague, Comment, page 25
Leading article, page 29

wouldlook like a cover-up. He conceded
yesterday evening after interventions
by Conservative MPs,

Jacob Rees-Mogg, leader of the Com-
mons, said last night that the whole
report, including all the photographs,

IN THE‘ NEWS

ses leadership and drinking culture

should be published. *I think the more
people see, the more understanding
there will be about precisely what went
" he said.

Angela Richardson, a government
aide, announced that she had resigned,
citing her “deep disappointment” in
Johnson. She said that “failingsat No 10
Jet us all down”

In the Commons, Johnson faced
cross-party criticism. Andrew Mitchell,
the former international development
secretary, called on him to quit. “I have
to tell him he no longer enjoys my
support,” the MP said Theresa May
Continued on page 2, col 3
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Passengers
face years
of masks
on flights

Ben Clatworthy
Transport Correspondent

Masks on flights will be one of the last
coronavirus restrictions to be dropped
globally and could remain policy for
years, experts have said.

Different rules around the world will
make it “nigh-on impossible” for air-
lines to move individually in allowing
passengers to travel without coverings,

The Times understands that UK car

hanging the policy and
t as one” when easing measures.
nior aviation source said: "Until
there is a harmonised lifting of mask
mandates on flights by governments
worldwide it is simpler for airlines to
keep the rules in place”
Neil Sorahan, Ryar chief finan-
cialofficer, said that there were no plans
tochange the rules. He said: “Masks will
be something that will be with us for a
while longer to come. If that is the price
we haveto pay for the next few months,
into summer — it’s a small price to pay.”
Sorahan said that masks would linger
in a similar way as rules on passengers
removing liquids from hand luggage at
security. The emergency measures
were introduced in 2006 when police
foiled a plot to blow up airliners using
liquid explosives. They remain in force.
Most British airlines are following
guidelines from bodies including the
European Union Aviation Safety Agen-
¢y and the International Civil Aviation
Organisation, which say that masks
should be worn for the duration of
flights, except when eating and drinking,
When international travel resumed
after the first lockdowns airfines initial-
ly feared they were going to have to fly
with vacant middle seats. It was decided
that masks offered enough protection.
An airline source said: “A bit like
supermarkets, we'll almost certainly
keep the same policy until it is safe to
move. For example, the rules in the US
are very clear on masks. It would be
ridiculous of us to ask passengers 1o put
them on when we enter their airspace.”
Another source said that although
there were “hopes that one day we will
have a world with no masks ... they are
going to be with us for a long time'
Coronavirus reports, pages 16-17

Putin call cancelled

Boris Johnson was forced to
cancel a planned call with
President Putin yesterday to
discuss the Ukraine crisis as
he responded to the release of
the Gray report. Page 10

VAT cut is too risky’

Cutting taxes when finances
are so valnerable would be a
huge risk. the chief secretary
1o the Treasury said, pouring
cold water on the idea of

reducing VAT on fuel. Page 4

Migrant crossings up
Six times as many migrants
crossed the Channel in small
boats in January as in the
same month last year. A total
of 1,341 people made the
Journey in 46 vessels, Page 2

Biden offer to Taliban

President Biden appeared to
offer the Taliban a path
towards legitimacy if they
freed the last American
hostage, a US navy veteran, in
Afghanistan. Page 30

Rate rise predicted

Financial markets are betting
that the Bank of England will
implement back-to-back
interest rate rises for the first
time since 2004, in response
to soaring prices. Page 35

New start for Dele

Frank Lampard, the new
Everton manager, has won his
club’s backing to give the
Spurs midfielder Dele Alli the
chance to resurrect his career
in a 2%-year deal. Page 72
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MEDIA LANGUAGE

Years Active:
1908-2009

From:
France

BINARY
OPPOSITION

@ The idea that texts can best be understood through

an
examination of their underlying structure.

®The idea that meaning is dependent upon (and
produced
through) pairs of oppositions.

@®The idea that the way in which these binary
oppositions are resolved can have particular

The conflict between binary opposites drives forward
the narrative.

SUMMARY
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Years Active:
1932-2014

From:
Jamaica/UK

REPRESENTATION

@ The idea that representation is the production of
meaning through language, with language defined in its
broadest sense as a system of signs.

@The idea that the relationship between concepts and signs
is governed by codes.

@The idea that stereotyping, as a form of representation,
reduces people to a few simple characteristics or traits
@ The idea that stereotyping tends to occur where there
are inequalities of power, as subordinate or excluded
groups are constructed as different or ‘other’ (e.g. through
ethnocentrism).

Media language is used to create representations.
Stereotyping is often used to assert power.

SUMMARY



What date was the set text published and why is this specific date important?

The edition was published on the 1st of February 2022 following the revelation of multiple parties taking

place in Downing Street during nationwide lockdowns, some of which were attended by Boris Johnson.

What is the lead story?
Boris Johnson refuses to quit over ‘Partygate’, despite investigations into 12 separate lockdown parties

Why is the lead story controversial? N Alvs
The response to the Covid-19 pandemic by the UK Government has divided opinion in the UK due to the

restrictions put in place and the number of UK deaths from Covid-19 topping of 208,000.

What are the newspapers feelings towards the lead story? 7 :
The Times has consistently adopted a neutral approach of the way the conservative government has been §, HOW tO be flt? Sanshiue
handling the response to Coronavirus (neither supportive or overly critical). "/ Do the bare minimum grmy®:A D2 rndemic

Passengers
face years
of masks
on flights

In what way does the headline position the reader?
The headline informs the readers that the right-wing government are being investigated by the police
over four lockdown parties.

Does this create a moral panic/sense of fear in the reader? How?
‘PM’s four lockdown parties’ could create panic and distrust amongst the UK population, offering little

sympathy from the public. Police investigate PM’s
four lockdown parties

@ Detectives examining hundreds of photos ® Gray criticises leadership and drinking culture

How does this position the Prime Minister?
Boris Johnson is placed in a somewhat strained/reformed position.

What is the dominant/preferred reading?

IN THF NEWS

The extent of partygate is being investigated by the police including the role played by the Prime Minister. e ittt s oo




What was ‘Partygate’?
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WATCH THE VIDEO ON ‘PARTYGATE: A TIMELINE OF DOWNING STREET PARTIES’

What impact could this have on the public’s trust of the government?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPAe84eo5PE

PARTYGATE

TRV S |

Following the vast spread of Coronavirus in 2020, like many parts of the world, the UK
was placed under strict lockdown restrictions, that prohibited social gatherings

The restrictions set out by the government prohibited the mixing of households, resulting =3
in families and friends being unable to spend Christmas 2020 with their loved ones :

However, it was reported in November 2021 that there were controversies surrounding
allegations regarding parties and social gatherings held by the Conservative Party in
Number 10, during these national lockdowns

THIS WAS NICKNAMED ‘PARTYGATE'

The suffix ‘gate’ was first used in the ‘Watergate’ scandal in the US in the early 1970s which resulted
in the resignation of President Richard Nixon. It has since been used to suggest a far-reaching
scandal, usually related to politics or government




POLITICAL CONTEXT:

The story was first reported by the Daily Mirror in November 2021 and alleged that I
-
i

during the lockdown over the Christmas period in 2020, parties had been held at
Downing Street, some of which had been attended by Prime Minister Boris Johnson.
i
These accusations led to an inquiry being undertaken by senior civil servant Sue Gray,
the results of which were published in January 2022.

On the edition date, it was reported that Sue Gray revealed the Metropolitan Police
were investigating several possible breaches of lockdown by No 10. Despite these
revelations, Johnson refused calls for his resignation (some from his own party).

=
7

,, Following the resignation of Theresa May, Boris Johnson had faced regular leadership
challenges due to his response in handling the Covid-19 pandemic.

—SSSier. =T,
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GONTEXT
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All newspapers, including The Times, reflect the social and cultural contexts of the time
in which they were produced. The Times largely targets a ABC1 demographic with
cultural capital and an interest in news and analysis in detail.

This demographic is targeted through the news values of the paper, the selection of
stories and how particular social groups and issues are represented.

2 b

The choice to focus on this particular story also reinforces a common theme for this
newspaper — to accurately present the news and its effect on society.

Whilst it is not explicitly critical of the government on this front page, this story cuts
across political divides with many members of the Conservative party as well as Labour
shocked by the revelations.

'i]

‘.. The newspaper’s plug also reflects a cultural context with a lifestyle focus intended to ) e <
broaden the appeal of the newspaper. A4 Sebi: W 3 ‘.
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There was too little
thought given to what
was happening across
the country...

There were failures
of leadership and
judgment by diffi
parts of No 10...

rent

Sue Gray

Boris Johnson heads to the Commons to give a statement on Sue Gray's update into lockdown parties at No 10. He promised change and rejected repeated calls to quit

Police investigate PM’s
four lockdown parties

@ Detectives examining hundreds of photos ® Gray criticises leadership and drinking culture

Steven Swinford Political Editor
Oliver Wright Policy Eaitor

Boris Johnson is facing a police investi
gation over at least four lockdown
parties he was directly involved in as
detectives examine more than 300
photographs connected to the events

Sue Gray, a senior civil servant
accused Downing Street yesterday of
serious failures of “leadership and
judgment” over some of the events, at
which “excessive quantities” of alcohol
were drunk

She said that staff in No 10 had not
met the “high standards expected of the

Putin call cancelled

entire  British population” as she
disclosed that she had investigated 16
alleged parties, 12 of which are being
looked at by the police. Four of them
involve the prime minister directly
Her report disclosed almost no
details of the parties, the content
having been pared down after the
Metropolitan Police told her last week
to make “minimal reference” to them
Gray made clear to Johnson in a call
on Sunday that she expected her
findings 1o be published in full once the
police had completed their inquiries.
Johnson initially dedined to do so
even after senior aides in No 10 said it

The Times’ verdict
Full analysis and
comment inside

News, pages 6-9
William Hague, Comment, page 25
Leading article, page 29

would look like a cover-up. He conceded
yesterday evening after interventions
by Conservative MPs

Jacob Rees-Mogg. leader of the Com-
mons, said last night that the whole
report, including all the photographs,

IN THE NEWS
.

should be published, "I think the more
people see, the more understanding
there will be about precisely what went

Angela Richardson, a government
aide, announced that she had resigned,
citing her “deep disappointment” in
Johnson. She said that “failingsat No 10
let us all down™

In the Commons, Johnson faced
cross-party criticism. Andrew Mitchell
the former international development
secretary, called on him to quit. “I have
1o tell him he no longer enjoys my
support,” the MP said Theresa May
Continued on page 2, col 3
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Passengers
face years
of masks
on flights

Ben Clatworthy
Transport Correspondent

Masks on flights will be one of the last
coronavirus restrictions to be dropped
globally and could remain policy for
years, experts have said.

Different rules around the world will
make it “nigh-on impossible” for air-
lines to move individually in allowing
passengers to travel without coverings.

The Times understands that UK car-
riers are seeking “international consist-
ency” before changing the policy and
will “act as one” when easing measures.

A senior aviation source said: "Until
there is a harmonised lifting of mask
mandates on flights by governments
worldwide it is simpler for airlines 1o
keep the rules in place”

Neil Sorahan, Ryanair's chief finan-
cialofficer, said that there were noplans
tochange the rules. He said: “Masks will
be something that will be with us for a
while longer to come. If that is the price
we have to pay for the next few months,
into summer — ft'sa small price to pay.”

Sorahansaid that masks would linger
in a similar way as rules on passengers
removing liquids from hand luggage at
security. The emergency measures
were introduced in 2006 when police
foiled a plot to blow up airliners using
liquid explosives. They remain in force.

Most British airlines are following
guidelines from bodies including the
European Union Aviation Safety Agen-
¢y and the International Civil Aviation
Organisation, which say that masks
should be worn for the duration of
flights, except when eating and drinking

When international travel resumed
after the first lockdowns airfines initial-
ly feared they were going to have to fly
with vacant middle seats, It was decided
that masks offered enough protection.

An airline source said: “A bit like
supermarkets, we'll almost certainly
keep the same policy until it is safe to
move. For example, the rules in the US
are very clear on masks. It would be
ridiculous of us to ask passengers to put
them on when we enter their airspace.”

Another source said that although
there were “hopes that one day we will
have a world with no masks ... they
going to be with us for a long time’
Coronavirus reports, pages 16-17

New start for Dele

TASK

ON YOUR TABLES,

DISCUSS YOUR INITIAL THOUGHTS ON

THE EXAMPLE NEWSPAPER TEXT

FOCUS:
Media Language
Representation

Context

VAT cut ‘is too risky’ | Migrant crossings up = Biden offer to Taliban | Rate rise predicted

Boris Johnson was forced to
cancel a planned call with
President Putin yesterday to
discuss the Ukraine crisis as
he responded to the release of
the Gray report. Page 10

Cutting taxes when finances
are so valnerable would be a
huge risk, the chief secretary
1o the Treasury said, pouring
cold water on the idea of

reducing VAT on fuel. Page 4

Six times as many migrants
crossed the Channel in small
boats in January as in the
same month last year. A total
of 1.341 people made the
Journey in 46 vessels, Page 2

President Biden appeared to
offer the Taliban a path
towards legitimacy if they
freed the last American
hostage, a US navy veteran, in
Afghanistan. Page 30

Financial markets are betting
that the Bank of England will
implement back-to-back
interest rate rises for the first
time since 2004, in response
to soaring prices. Page 35

Frank Lampard, the new
Everton manager, has won his
ub’ backing to give the
Spurs midfielder Dele Alli the
chance to resurrect his career
in a 2%-year deal, Page 72




RONT GOVER: IMAGERY -+ ANGHORAG

Complete an IMAGERY and ANCHORAGE textual analysis of the Times front cover,
covering Media Language, Representation and Contexts

Media Language: mise-en-scene + colour + camera framing/shots + codes,
conventions + theory (Barthes ‘Semiotics’ and Levi-Strauss ‘Structuralism’)

Representation: social groups + ideologies + stereotyping
+ under/misrepresentation + theory (Hall ‘Representation’)

Conventions: headline, lead story, secondary story, straplines etc.

Typography: language + type/font + scale + mode of address + word connotation
etc.

Newspaper Terms: Sensationalism — Bias — Polysemic — Gatekeeping — News Values

Contexts: Social — Political — Cultural — Historical — Economical

Tuesday February 12022 | thetimes.co.uk | No 73695
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FRONT GOVER: IMAGERY

The newspapers logo signifies that it steeped in tradition and history (has existed since 1785)

The masthead is partially cover up by an image of a woman working out, representing the newspaper
as iconic and well known, even when the masthead is not totally clear.

The central image is a close-up photograph of Boris Johnson with an indirect mode of address. His
code of expression shows some trepidation of what is to come as he goes to the Commons (facial
expression lacks confidence and suggests his future is unclear).

The newspaper has selected this photograph to suggest he has questions to answer, whilst not
explicitly criticising him, as the Times tries to remain politically neutral/centrist.

The selection and combination of images and language constructs a subtly negative representation.
This criticism of Boris Johnson as a failure is quite unusual, as the Times can often lean towards the
right rather than the left (Conservative).

General perception is irrelevant of the readers political bias, this reflects the public opinion at the
time of many readers who were angry about the rule breaking.

This construction of the representation of the event does not reflect the newspaper’s usual political
allegiance, which may be as the newspaper feels responsible as an opinion leader to reflect the
reactions of many people with differing political views.
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There was too little
thought given to what
was happening across
the country...

There were
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Sue Gray

Boris Johnson heads to the Commons to give a statement on Sue Gray's update into lockdown parties at No 10. He promised change and rejected repeated calls to quit

Police investigate PM’s
four lockdown parties

@ Detectives examining hundreds of photos ® Gray criticises leadership and drinking culture

The Times’ verdict
Full analysis and
comment inside




FRONT GOVER: ANGHORAGE

The masthead is bold and recognisable and effectively signifies the ideology of the paper, suggesting that it reports
and reflects upon the issues of the time.

£2.20 £1.45 to subscribers.

g 3 . é‘-&‘ . . oy . . . .
| HOW tO be flt? W i hirten . The serif font represents the newspaper as being traditional, sophisticated and classy. The typography chosen is strong

s : by a pandemic and commands the front page and is placed either side of the crest and logo. The text is compact and detailed;
Do the bare minimum % =R\ PUPDY subheadings are not generally used to split up the stories into sections, suggesting that the readers are comfortable
Passengers with detailed information and analysis.
face years
of masks . Large amount of small print copy represents the paper as being complex and aimed at readers with high literacy
on flights skills. Formal mode of address (no slang or colloquial language) reflects the broadsheet status and suggests serious
content - reflecting the middle class ABC1 readership.

parts of No 10...

Sue Gray

. The inclusion of Sue Gray pull quotes, suggest that the overall conclusion is that Boris Johnson has failed in some way.
The ellipses suggest that this issue is not over and there is more to come.

. The headline ‘Police investigate PM’s four lockdown parties’ is informative rather than dramatic and enigmatic. The
same is true of the sub-heading ‘Gray criticises leadership and drinking culture’ (suggesting the Tories are out of
control and self indulgent).

Boris Johnson heads to the Commons to give a statement on Sue Gray's update into lockdown parties at No 10. He promised change and rejected repeated calls to quit

Police investigate PM’s
four lockdown parties

® Detective:

. The construction and choice of language in the headlines and subheadings represent the event and the PM in a
negative way — ‘PM’s four lockdown parties’ implies Boris Johnson’s involvement and the use of ‘four’ points out the
seriousness of the event.

xamining hundreds of photos ® Gray criticises leadership and drinking culture

Olver Wrignt Pty 16 The Times’ verdict
¢ Full analysis and
comment inside

News, pages 6-9

William Hague, Comment, page 25
Leading article, page 29

. The Times Verdict’ section represents the newspaper as being judgemental and important. As an audience, we
should be listening to their opinions (judge connotations). Facts and figures are used to emphasise how much
evidence there is against Boris Johnson.

Putin call cancelled VAT cut ‘is too risky"

Cutting
a

Biden offer to Taliban = Rate rise predict
P pares

red to

pe Financi

. Quotes from both Labour and Conservative members condemning Johnson represents the idea that he has lost support
from everyone and further supports the neutral/centrist ethos of the Times.
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HALL: EXAMPLE THEORY

EXAMPLE 1

The front page of The Times produces
meaning through the language used, by using recognisable signs
that will be interpreted by the audience, for example, headlines,
image choices, language, and mode of address.

EXAMPLE 2

The lack of derogatory language used to describe the turn of
events represents a desire by The Times to stay relatively neutral
and following the release of the Sue Gray's report. These choices
contribute to the construction of the event and encode meanings

that are to be decoded by the audience.




TASK:

Choose one of the two
points you have just
looked at

Construct a sentence
using the PEETA

structure:

Point
Example
Explanation
Theory
Analysis

HALL: EXAMPLE THEORY

EXAMPLE 1

The front page of The Times produces
meaning through the language used, by using recognisable signs
that will be interpreted by the audience, for example, headlines,
image choices, language, and mode of address.

EXAMPLE 2

The lack of derogatory language used to describe the turn of
events represents a desire by The Times to stay relatively neutral
and following the release of the Sue Gray's report. These choices
contribute to the construction of the event and encode meanings

that are to be decoded by the audience.




f| LEVI-S: EXAMPLE THEORY

EXAMPLE 1

Meaning is dependent on pairs of oppositions; the way these oppositions are
used and resolved reflects the ideology of the newspaper which is
balanced/neutral (understanding the opposites gives balance).

EXAMPLE 2

The sub-heading ‘The Times verdict’ + ‘Full analysis and comment inside’
suggests that these binary oppositions may be resolved by the newspaper’s
opinion contained in these inner pages.

EXAMPLE 3

The Times demonstrates less explicit political allegiance compared to a tabloid
publication and therefore may offer more than one viewpoint on an issue. The
resolution of oppositions may only be evident and more explicit in something
such as an editorial/opinion piece, where political allegiance may be obvious.




TASK:

Choose one of the
three points you have
just looked at

Construct a sentence
using the PEETA

structure:

Point
Example
Explanation
Theory
Analysis

LEVI-S- EXAMPLE THEORY

EXAMPLE 1

Meaning is dependent on pairs of oppositions; the way these oppositions are
used and resolved reflects the ideology of the newspaper which is
balanced/neutral (understanding the opposites gives balance).

EXAMPLE 2

The sub-heading ‘The Times verdict’ + ‘Full analysis and comment inside’
suggests that these binary oppositions may be resolved by the newspaper’s
opinion contained in these inner pages.

EXAMPLE 3

The Times demonstrates less explicit political allegiance compared to a tabloid
publication and therefore may offer more than one viewpoint on an issue. The
resolution of oppositions may only be evident and more explicit in something
such as an editorial/opinion piece, where political allegiance may be obvious.




o MIN PLENARY TASK

Write a short paragraph analysing the use of Media Language and
Representation in the Times front cover.

\

AN

TAKE NOTE OF ANY HOMEWORK/PREP WORK

REMEMBER! ON YOUR OWN & IN SILENCE




