
MEDIA LANGUAGE
TZVETAN TODOROV – NARRATOLOGY

Tzvetan Todorov is a Franco-Bulgarian philosopher who 
argued that basic conventional narrative structure 

consists of a pre-considered order

THEORETICAL CONCEPT
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The idea that all narratives share a basic structure 
that involves a movement from one state of 

equilibrium to another

In simple terms…
All storylines are designed to progress from one 

'normal’ situation/set up, to another



The idea that these two states of equilibrium are 
separated by a period of imbalance or disequilibrium, 

recognition of the disruption and attempts to fix it

In simple terms…
The concept that two types of 'normal' in a story are 
separated by a time of disruption + acknowledgment
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The idea that the way in which narratives are resolved 
can have particular ideological significance

In simple terms…
The concept that the way in which storylines end can 

have deeper meanings
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