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•	This booklet must be issued to learners as defined by Pearson and should be  
kept securely.

•	This booklet must be issued to learners during the supervised period and under 
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appropriate supervised sessions for all learners.
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learners who have been entered to undertake the task in that series.
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Instructions to Teachers/Tutors and/or Invigilators

Centres should refer to the BTEC Nationals Instructions for Conducting External 
Assessments (ICEA) document for full information on the correct conduct of monitored 
and formally supervised assessment.

This set task has a preparation period followed by an assessment period. Both the 
preparation and assessment periods must be scheduled over the two weeks timetabled 
by Pearson. The periods will allow centres to timetable appropriate supervised sessions 
for all learners.

The set task has a monitored preparation period of two hours. This must be scheduled 
by the centre. Within this time, learners should review the information provided in 
this booklet, conduct research activities and make notes to take into the supervised 
assessment period.

Learners may also undertake some independent research outside of the monitored 
preparation sessions. It is suggested they spend up to 10 hours on this research.

This can include activities such as:

•	 carrying out primary and secondary research into the target audience and  
similar products

•	 identifying appropriate research sources.

Centres may need to make facilities available to learners to support independent 
research. Where learners want to carry out research, these outcomes may be brought into 
the monitored preparation sessions but only notes produced in monitored preparation 
sessions may be used during the formal supervised assessment.

Learner notes are restricted to:

•	 three sides of A4 notes, which can be handwritten or typed. If typed, the text must 
be a minimum of 10 point font size

•	 information from primary and/or secondary research

•	 facts related to the commission and existing practice.

Learner notes cannot include:

•	 pre-prepared answers for activities

•	 assets, images or materials to be used in the activities.

Teachers/tutors should note that:

•	 learners should not be given any direct guidance or prepared materials

•	 learners should not be given any support in writing or editing notes

•	 all work must be completed independently by the learner

•	 learner notes produced under monitored conditions must be checked to ensure that 
they comply with the limitations
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•	 learner notes should be retained by the centre between the monitored sessions and 
the formal supervised assessment

•	 learner notes should be retained by the centre after the completion of assessment 
and may be requested by Pearson.

The supervised assessment will take place over six hours in the two-week period 
timetabled by Pearson. Centres should schedule all learners at the same time or 
supervise cohorts to ensure there is no opportunity for collusion.

Maintaining security during the supervised assessment period

•	 The assessment areas must only be accessible to the individual learners and to 
named members of staff.

•	 Learners can only access their work under supervision.

•	 Any work learners produce under supervision must be kept securely.

•	 Only permitted materials for the set task can be brought into the  
supervised assessment.

•	 During any permitted break and at the end of the session materials must be kept 
securely and no items removed from the supervised environment.

•	 Learners are not permitted to have access to the internet or other resources during 
the supervised assessment period.

There are four activities within the set task. All the activities will be completed under the 
six hours supervised assessment period.

Activity 1: Produce a rationale (1 hour approximately)

Activity 2: Produce a pitch of the idea (1 hour approximately)

Activity 3: Produce a proposal (2 hours approximately)

Activity 4: Produce a treatment (2 hours approximately)

The set task is a formal external assessment and must be conducted with reference to the 
instructions in this booklet and the BTEC Nationals Instructions for Conducting External 
Assessments (ICEA) document to ensure that the supervised assessment is conducted 
correctly and that learners submit evidence that is their own work.

After the sessions the teacher/tutor and/or invigilator will confirm that all learner work 
had been completed independently as part of the authentication submitted to Pearson.

Outcomes for submission

•	 Rationale, pitch, proposal and treatment combined in a .pdf file.

•	 A completed authentication sheet.

This must be submitted no later than Tuesday 18 January 2022.
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Instructions for Learners

Read the set task information carefully.

This set task has a preparation period followed by an assessment period. Your preparation 
and assessment periods will be scheduled by your centre over the two weeks timetabled 
by Pearson.

The set task has a monitored preparation period of two hours. Within this time, you 
can review the information provided in this booklet and make notes to take into the 
supervised assessment period.

You may also undertake independent research outside of the monitored preparation 
sessions. It is suggested that you spend up to 10 hours on this research.

This can include activities such as:

•	 identifying appropriate research sources
•	 carrying out primary and secondary research into the target audience and  

similar products.

You may bring this research into the monitored preparation sessions but only notes 
produced in monitored preparation sessions may be used during the formal  
supervised assessment.

You are allowed to prepare three sides of A4 notes to take into the supervised 
assessment sessions. Your notes can contain:

•	 information from primary and/or secondary research
•	 facts related to the commission and existing practice.

Notes can be handwritten or typed. If typed, the text must be a minimum of 10 point 
font size.

The notes cannot include:

•	 pre-prepared answers for activities
•	 assets, images or materials to be used in the activities.

Your notes must be your own work and will be retained by your centre until results  
are issued.

The set task is assessed over six hours under formal supervision. You will have a number 
of sessions organised by the centre to complete the set task. Plan your time carefully and 
allow time to produce your outcomes for submission.

During the supervised assessment sessions you will be permitted access to:

•	 pens and drawing materials
•	 computers
•	 specialist software and equipment.

Outcomes for submission

You must submit:

•	 a rationale, pitch, proposal and treatment combined in a .pdf file
•	 an authentication sheet.
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Set Task Information

Shark Facts

Shark Facts is an international organisation that has been set up to change the way  
the public thinks about sharks. The organisation is developing a media campaign to  
raise awareness globally to encourage people to think differently about the way sharks 
are represented.

Read through the information provided.

Choose ONE of the five commissions offered to plan your response.

In responding to the commission you must incorporate this research into your  
final response.

PRESS RELEASE from Shark Facts

Shark Facts is an international organisation that wants to change the way people 
think about the 548 species of shark across the world.  

Shark Facts believes that society in general has the wrong idea about sharks and 
see them as a risk to human life when the danger that sharks pose is minimal. In fact, 
sharks play an important role in helping to maintain ecosystems that keep our  
oceans healthy.

For example, a person is over 10 times more likely to be killed by a firework than a 
shark and is over 270 times more likely to be killed by exposure to too much sun. The 
rate of shark attacks is falling despite more and more people using the shark’s natural 
habitat (surfing, diving and other aquatic sports are on the increase).

Shark Facts wants to help people understand more about our wonderfully diverse 
marine wildlife and the hugely important part that sharks play in our global 
ecosystem. Our mission is to raise awareness and the public’s respect for these 
highly-evolved, mysterious and wonderful creatures.  

Shark Facts is commissioning a media campaign across a number of platforms to 
change the way people think about sharks. The campaign has a considerable budget 
and access to a significant amount of archive footage and data. The campaign is 
supported by a number of natural history units within media organisations and 
research institutions across the world.  

We expect the campaign be ready for World Ocean Day in June of next year. 
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We need media practitioners to provide initial responses to one of the  
following commissions.

COMMISSION 1: PROMOTIONAL VIDEO (5 minutes approximately)

COMMISSION 2: WEBSITE (homepage and 3 linked pages)

COMMISSION 3: AUDIO PODCAST (10 minutes approximately)

COMMISSION 4: LEAFLET (minimum 6 pages)

COMMISSION 5: DIGITAL GAME (web and mobile with at least 3 levels).

We want this resource to be ready for World Ocean Day in June next year, so you will 
need to consider the timescales and logistics involved.

You need to know that we have sent this request to a number of media producers, so we 
will need you to persuade us that your idea is worth taking forward.

We look forward to working with you.
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SH RK F CTS

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

5

10

15 Global fatal shark attacks
The number of fatal shark attacks

has fallen between 2011 and 2019.

97%
Almost all species of

shark (535 out of 548

known species) have

never been known to

bite humans.

12 metres

The largest species

of shark is the whale

shark. It can grow to

12 metres in length, but

has no teeth.

Surfing 61%

Swimming 31%

SCUBA Diving 4%

Snorkelling 4%

11

times

more

likely

24

times

more

likely

47

times

more

likely

273

times

more

likely

620

times

more

likely

19k

times

more

likely

44k

times

more

likely

15 Billion
It is estimated that

humans enter the

oceans 15 billion times

each year leading to

between 50 to 100

shark encounters.

Activities that lead tomost shark attacks
Nearly two thirds of shark attacks are on surfers because the sharks think they

are prey.

There are lots of things that are many times more likely to kill humans than sharks. You are 11 times more

likely to be killed by a firework and over 44,000 times more likely to be killed in a car accident than by a shark.

SOURCES

Icons made by Freepik, Those Icons and Icongeek26 from www.flaticon.com

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/article/shark-attacks-atlantic-ocean

https://www.floridamuseum.ufl.edu/
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Set Task

You must choose one of the commissions from page 6.

You are required to complete four activities.

Activity 1: Produce a rationale (1 hour approximately)

Activity 2: Produce a pitch of the idea (1 hour approximately)

Activity 3: Produce a proposal (2 hours approximately)

Activity 4: Produce a treatment (2 hours approximately)

You must complete ALL activities in the set task.

Activity 1: Rationale (1 hour approximately)

Write a rationale of your ideas in response to the commission you have chosen.

Your rationale will be assessed on:

•	 the consideration of the commission

•	 interpretation of the commission

•	 meeting the requirements of the commission

•	 justification of approaches used to inform ideas.

(Total for Activity 1 = 16 marks)

Activity 2 – Pitch (1 hour approximately)

Write a pitch of your idea to Shark Facts. Your pitch should be no more than 350 words.

Your pitch will be assessed on:

•	 your idea and solution in relation to the stimulus material

•	 the refinement and succinct communication of the pitch

•	 your understanding of the potential of the commission

•	 the practicality of your solution.

(Total for Activity 2 = 16 marks)
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Activity 3 – Proposal (2 hours approximately)

Write a proposal for your idea.

Your proposal will be assessed on your:

•	 understanding of technical media production processes

•	 use of the medium and targeting of audience

•	 communication of a plausible idea

•	 consideration of logistical implications.

(Total for Activity 3 = 20 marks)

Activity 4 – Treatment (2 hours approximately)

Shark Facts needs to know what your idea will look or sound like.

Produce a treatment for your chosen commission. Your treatment can be up to  
six A4 pages.

Your treatment only has to cover an appropriate sample or taster of the product.

You must select pre-production materials from the table below that are relevant to the 
medium of your commission. You must include one or more of these in your treatment 
and also a justification of your ideas.

Visual materials Written materials Diagrams and graphics

• Storyboard
• Visuals
• Mock-ups
• Layout
• Interface or menus

• Audio script
• �Descriptions of scenes 

and transitions
• Audio descriptions
• Body copy
• Character description
• Shot descriptions
• �Rules and gameplay 

instructions

• Navigation
• User flow chart
• Wireframe

Your treatment will be assessed on your:

•	 understanding of media production processes

•	 use of the medium in targeting the audience

•	 communication of style

•	 justifications of your decisions.

(Total for Activity 4 = 20 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 72 MARKS


