
INITIAL RESEARCH

A-Level Media Studies – Foundation Portfolio
WEEKS 13/14 – TASKS 1-8



FOUNDATION PORTFOLIO – 50 marks

• Construct the titles and opening of a new fiction film (to last a maximum of two minutes).
• Titles should follow the institutional conventions of commercial cinema.
• All images and text used in the main task must be original and produced by the candidate(s).
• Sound should be predominantly original (dialogue and atmospheric sound), though music taken from 

an acknowledged source may be used as part of the soundtrack.
• This task should be preceded by relevant preliminary exercises to build up candidates’ skills               

with equipment and their understanding of conventions.

You will work in groups of 3/4 and create:

1. A blog of research and planning (20 marks)
2. An opening title sequence (20 marks)
3. A critical reflection/evaluation (10 marks)

COMPONENT 1 BRIEF



Each candidate must complete an individual blog which is started at the beginning of the 
project. Each blog should contain:

• the process of research, planning and production
• any refinement, changes or edits made, and reflections on key moments
• all individual contributions to any task undertaken as a group
• evidence of any preliminary exercises
• the final finished product, clearly labeled
• the creative critical reflection, clearly labelled.

Some production elements such as storyboards may be shared by all members of a group. Collaborators who worked with the candidate on research, planning and/or production 
must be listed on the Individual Candidate Record Card under ‘other group members’.

COMPONENT 1 BLOGGING



TEAMS + A2 ADVICE

• Get into your groups!
• Create a production team name (pictures, productions etc.)
• Set up a production team WhatsApp group so you can 

freely communicate throughout the project.



• Across Component 1, you work will 
be closely monitored and tracked.

• There will be a minimum of 61 
individual tasks to be completed, 
covering:

• Pre-Production
• Production
• Post-Production

• The majority of tasks will be 
individual, but some will be more 
group/team based.

• I have emailed you a OneDrive link to 
your individual tracker, please check 
this now and mark it with a PIN.

TRACKER TASKS



• Earlier in the year, you all 
signed a ’Pre-NEA 
Candidate Declaration 
Form’ covering the key 
areas of:

1. Plagiarism in NEA

2. AI use/misuse in NEA

• Let's run over these 
guidelines again (refresh)

SOURCES/USE OF AI



• There will be quite a lot of disruption to lessons over the next two weeks till the end of term.
• Do you best to stay on top of the tasks, as they all go towards your final A1 coursework grade.

TASK LIST

Number Task

1 Introduction

2 Opening Sequence

3 Genre Profiling

4 Iconic Opening Scenes

5 Favourite Genre

6 Textual Analysis

7 Workshop 1: Ideas

8 Concepts



INTRODUCTIONTASK 1

Write a short INTRODUCTION about yourself – write directly onto your blog

NUMBER + TITLE each blog post – Keep blogs IN ORDER – Include an INTRODUCTION about the work – CAPITAL LETTERS for people, films etc

INCLUDE:

• Yourself
• The school
• Studying the CIE A-Level Media 

Studies qualification
• Blog is for the Component 1 

Foundation Portfolio
• You are completing the Opening 

Title Sequence brief

• Upload a poster of your favourite film 
+ embed the trailer from YouTube.



INCLUDE:

• Your presentations must be exported out of 
PowerPoint as JPEG’s and uploaded as images on 
to your WordPress blogs (PC - save as, MAC – 
export as. Both options will save each slide as a 
JPEG file in a folder)

• You must embed the video you analysed on to 
your blog from the Hurtwood YouTube channel 
(using the YouTube element on WordPress)

• Playlist Link: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_P5ZEHuHS2ag06O4UybjOHBLH73PlrJP 

OPENING SEQUENCETASK 2

Upload your OPENING TITLE SEQUENCE presentation from Week 2

NUMBER + TITLE each blog post – Keep blogs IN ORDER – Include an INTRODUCTION about the work – CAPITAL LETTERS for people, films etc

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_P5ZEHuHS2ag06O4UybjOHBLH73PlrJP


GUIDANCE:

• Structure this task using these sections:
• Mise-en-Scene
• Technical Codes
• Characters/Tropes
• Stock Situations

• PowerPoint presentations must be exported 
as PDFs and uploaded to WordPress – videos 
will need to be uploaded separately and not 
embedded in the PDF).

• REFERENCE YOUR SOURCES!

GENRE PROFILINGTASK 3

Profile the common GENRE CONVENTIONS of Horror, Action, Thriller and Sci-Fi

NUMBER + TITLE each blog post – Keep blogs IN ORDER – Include an INTRODUCTION about the work – CAPITAL LETTERS for people, films etc



ICONIC OPENING SCENESTASK 4

Select 3 of your FAVOURITE OPENING SCENES and explain why you like them

GUIDANCE:

• Videos must be embedded on to 
your blog direct from YouTube

• The opening scene can be from a 
film or TV series

• Small written annotations under 
each video on why you like it/why 
its effective as an opening scene

• 3 in total

NUMBER + TITLE each blog post – Keep blogs IN ORDER – Include an INTRODUCTION about the work – CAPITAL LETTERS for people, films etc



FAVOURITE GENRETASK 5

Profile your favourite FILM GENRE that you would like your project to focus on

INCLUDE:
1. Brief Definition
2. Typical Conventions (refer to previous task)
3. Classic/Iconic Films
4. Successful Modern/Contemporary Films
5. Famous Directors
6. Associated Actors
7. Target Audience (Demographics)
8. Reasons Why YOU like this genre

• MAKE THE POST VISUAL! Images/Videos etc.

• REFERENCE YOUR SOURCES!

NUMBER + TITLE each blog post – Keep blogs IN ORDER – Include an INTRODUCTION about the work – CAPITAL LETTERS for people, films etc



TEXTUAL ANALYSISTASK 6

Complete a TEXTUAL ANALYSIS of an opening title sequence from film or TV

CONSIDER:

• What is the film about? What’s the narrative? how do we know this?

• Which genre does it belong to? how do we know this?

• How does the opening sequence build tension? What methods have the film makers 
used to create this tension? Enigmas? ‘What Ifs’?

• Who are the main characters? What are we meant to feel about them? How do we 
feel this so early on?

• What do you think, given the tone and language, the rest of the plot line would be? 

• INCLUDE: Correct use of terminology, accurate content, visual aids + connotations of 
mise-en-scene, camera, colour, intertextuality, iconography etc.

NUMBER + TITLE each blog post – Keep blogs IN ORDER – Include an INTRODUCTION about the work – CAPITAL LETTERS for people, films etc



WORKSHOP 1 : IDEASTASK 7

Document you WORKSHOP will Matt - Producing ideas for an opening sequence

GUIDANCE:

• You do not need to transcribe the workshop 
word for word, but rather discuss:

1. What was the purpose of the workshop?

2. What did you learn from the workshop?

3. How will you take this information forward 
with your planning?

• Include visuals from the session such as 
photos, film clips used as examples etc.

NUMBER + TITLE each blog post – Keep blogs IN ORDER – Include an INTRODUCTION about the work – CAPITAL LETTERS for people, films etc



CONCEPTSTASK 8

Produce THREE opening sequence CONCEPTS - ready for critiquing in January 

INCLUDE:

• Working Title (Potential title that 
could change in the future)

• Genre (core/hybrid/sub)
• Theme (love, revenge, etc.)

• Narrative Overview/Beat Sheet 
(Chain of events – apply Todorov 
Narratology Theory)

• Film Inspirations (be specific - 
scene, exchanges, set up etc.)

NUMBER + TITLE each blog post – Keep blogs IN ORDER – Include an INTRODUCTION about the work – CAPITAL LETTERS for people, films etc

• Equilibrium: The every day, once upon a time moment

• Disequilibrium: Something/someone disrupts the equilibrium

• Recognition: Characters acknowledge the disruption

• Attempts: Characters actively try to fix the issue/disruption

• Resolution: Return to equilibrium or establish new equilibrium
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