INITIAL RESEARGH

A-Level Media Studies — Foundation Portfolio
WEEKS 13/14 — TASKS 1-8




COMPONENT 1 BRIEF

FOUNDATION PORTFOLIO — 50 marks

Construct the titles and opening of a new fiction film (to last a maximum of two minutes).

Titles should follow the institutional conventions of commercial cinema.

All images and text used in the main task must be original and produced by the candidate(s).
Sound should be predominantly original (dialogue and atmospheric sound), though music taken from
an acknowledged source may be used as part of the soundtrack.

* This task should be preceded by relevant preliminary exercises to build up candidates’ skills
with equipment and their understanding of conventions.

You will work in groups of 3/4 and create:

1. A blog of research and planning (20 marks)
2. An opening title sequence (20 marks)
3. Acritical reflection/evaluation (10 marks)



COMPONENT 1 BLOGGING

Each candidate must complete an individual blog which is started at the beginning of the
project. Each blog should contain:

 the process of research, planning and production

* any refinement, changes or edits made, and reflections on key moments
 allindividual contributions to any task undertaken as a group

* evidence of any preliminary exercises

* the final finished product, clearly labeled

 the creative critical reflection, clearly labelled.

Some production elements such as storyboards may be shared by all members of a group. Collaborators who worked with the candidate on research, planning and/or production
must be listed on the Individual Candidate Record Card under ‘other group members’.
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TEAMS + A2 ADVIGE

PICKING THE RIGHT PEOPLE FOR YOUR PROJECT

* Get into your groups!
* Create a production team name (pictures, productions etc.)
e Set up a production team WhatsApp group so you can

freely communicate throughout the project.
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Pre-NEA Candidate Declaration
Form

SOURGES/USE OF Al

Centre name: Hurtwood House School

Centre number: 64065

Candidate name:

Candidate number:

Subject:

Media Studies 9607/01 and 9607/03

Component Code:

Teachers will draw your attention to the JCQ Information for Candidates including:
e ‘Instructions for Candidates — non-examined assessments’
* ‘Information for Candidates — Privacy Notice’
* ‘Information for Candidates — social media’ - (all found at https://www.jcg.org.uk/exams-
office/information-for-candidates-documents) and

Before embarking on a piece of Non-Examined Assessment you must understand:

LENOYV A WN R

what the examining board is expecting in terms of length, quality etc.
the assessment objectives and their weighting

the drafting protocols of the department

how much help can be expected from members of the department
the annotation required

the policy on plagiarism (see over for summary)

the policy on the use/misuse of Al (see over for summary)

marking, moderation and standardisation procedures

the final internal deadline for submitting the coursework

. the Internal Appeals procedure
. the process of external moderation and the impact on finalised marks

the need to keep your own work secure at all times and not share completed or partially
completed work on-line, on social media or through any other means.

Candidate declaration

| certify that my teacher has explained points 1-12 above.

| confirm that | understand the rules regarding plagiarism, academic referencing/sourcing and
Al use/misuse (and the details on the reverse of this form).

| confirm that | understand the possible outcomes should | fail to adhere to these rules.

Candidate signed:

|Date: | I

Plagiarism in NEA
(adapted from https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/information-for-candidates-documents

Plagiarism involves taking someone else’s words, thoughts, ideas or outputs and trying to pass them off as your
own. Itis a form of cheating. The work which you submit for assessment must be your own, and you must not copy
from someone else or allow another candidate to copy from you.

When producing a piece of work, if you use the same wording as a published source, you must place quotation
marks around the passage and state where it came from. This is called ‘referencing’. You must make sure that you
give detailed references for everything in your work which is not in your own words. For material taken from the
internet, your reference should show the date when the material was downloaded and must show the precise web
page, not the search engine used to locate it.

You may be required to include a bibliography at the end of your piece of written work. Your teacher will tell you
whether a bibliography is necessary. Where required, your bibliography must list the full details of publications you
have used in your research, even where these are not directly referred to.

Al use/misuse in NEA
(adapted from https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/malpractice/artificial-intelligence)

You must submit work for assessments which is your own. This means both ensuring that the final product is in your
own words, and isn’t copied or paraphrased from another source such as an Al tool, and that the content reflects your
own independent work.

Al misuse is where a student has used one or more Al tools but has not appropriately acknowledged this use and has
submitted work for assessment when it is not their own. Examples of Al misuse include, but are not limited to, the
following:

®  Copying or paraphrasing sections of Al-generated content so that the work is no longer the student’s own

e Copying or paraphrasing whole responses of Al-generated content

e Using Al to complete parts of the assessment so that the work does not reflect the student’s own work,

analysis, evaluation or calculations
®  Using Al to change the language and presentation of their own words/outcomes
®  Failing to acknowledge use of Al tools when they have been used as a source of information

o inc or poor ack led: of Al tools

e Submitting work with i incomp or misleading references or bibliographies.

If you use an Al tool which provides details of the sources it has used in generating content, these sources must be
verified and referenced in your work in the normal way. Where an Al tool does not provide such details, you should
ensure that you independently verify the Al-generated content — and then reference the sources you have used. In
addition, where you use Al, you must acknowledge its use and show clearly how you have used it.

Where Al tools have been used as a source of inf fon, your ac must show the name of the Al
source used and should show the date the content was generated. For example: ChatGPT 3.5 (https://openai.com/
blog/chatgpt/), 25/01/2023. You must, retain a copy of the q ion(s) and c g d content for
reference and hentication p , in a ditable format (such as a screenshot) and provide a brief
explanation of how it has been used. This must be submitted with the work so your teacher/assessor is able to review
the work, the Al-generated content and how it has been used.

Plagiarism and Al misuse constitute malpractice as defined in the JCQ Suspected Malpractice: Policies and Procedures
(https.//www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/malpractice/). The malpractice sanctions available for the offences of ‘making
a false declaration of authenticity’ and ‘plagiarism’ include disqualification and debarment from taking qualifications
for a number of years. Students’ marks may also be affected if they have relied on Al to complete an assessment and,
as noted above, the i that they have d in relation to the requirements of the qualification does
not accurately reflect their own work.

 Earlier in the year, you all
signed a 'Pre-NEA
Candidate Declaration
Form’ covering the key
areas of:

1. Plagiarism in NEA

2. Al use/misuse in NEA

e Let's run over these
guidelines again (refresh)



* There will be quite a lot of disruption to lessons over the next two weeks till the end of term.
* Do you best to stay on top of the tasks, as they all go towards your final A1 coursework grade.

s
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2

Introduction

Opening Sequence
Genre Profiling

Iconic Opening Scenes
Favourite Genre
Textual Analysis
Workshop 1: Ideas

Concepts




INTRODUGTION

Write a short INTRODUCTION about yourself — write directly onto your blog

INCLUDE:

Yourself

The school

Studying the CIE A-Level Media
Studies qualification

Blog is for the Component 1
Foundation Portfolio

You are completing the Opening
Title Sequence brief

Upload a poster of your favourite film
+ embed the trailer from YouTube.

NUMBER + TITLE each blog post — Keep blogs IN ORDER — Include an INTRODUCTION about the work — CAPITAL LETTERS for people, films etc



OPENING SEQUENGE

Upload your OPENING TITLE SEQUENCE presentation from Week 2
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A1 Opening Title export as. Both options will save each slide as a Locted
Sign in to like videos, . . 4 b, o] Hurtwood House Media - 450 views - 5 months ago
comment, and subscribe. Sequences 2023 JPEG flle N a fOlder)

@’ Sign in Huw House Media Please Mind the Gap
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€ Gaming : ist?list=PL_P5ZE 2 jOHBL PURSUT ..
M News e ____ LN

NUMBER + TITLE each blog post — Keep blogs IN ORDER — Include an INTRODUCTION about the work — CAPITAL LETTERS for people, films etc



https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_P5ZEHuHS2ag06O4UybjOHBLH73PlrJP

GENRE PROFILING

Profile the common GENRE CONVENTIONS of Horror, Action, Thriller and Sci-Fi

5

\

GUIDANCE:

Structure this task using these sections:
Mise-en-Scene

Technical Codes

Characters/Tropes

Stock Situations

PowerPoint presentations must be exported

as PDFs and uploaded to WordPress — videos
will need to be uploaded separately and not

embedded in the PDF).

REFERENCE YOUR SOURCES!

NUMBER + TITLE each blog post — Keep blogs IN ORDER — Include an INTRODUCTION about the work — CAPITAL LETTERS for people, films etc




BRVITENN ICONIC OPENING SCENES

Select 3 of your FAVOURITE OPENING SCENES and explam why you like them

GUIDANCE: -

- -

* Videos must be embedded on to
your blog direct from YouTube

* The opening scene can be from a
film or TV series

 Small written annotations under
each video on why you like it/why

its effective as an opening scene

3 in total

NUMBER + TITLE each blog post — Keep blogs IN ORDER — Include an INTRODUCTION about the work — CAPITAL LETTERS for people, films etc




FAVOURITE GENRE

Profile your favourite FILM GENRE that you would like your project to focus on

INCLUDE:

Brief Definition

Typical Conventions (refer to previous task)
Classic/lIconic Films

Successful Modern/Contemporary Films
Famous Directors

Associated Actors

Target Audience (Demographics)

Reasons Why YOU like this genre

MAKE THE POST VISUAL! Images/Videos etc.

REFERENCE YOUR SOURCES!

ONOUVRWNRE

NUMBER + TITLE each blog post — Keep blogs IN ORDER — Include an INTRODUCTION about the work — CAPITAL LETTERS for people, films etc




CONSIDER:

 What is the film about? What’s the narrative? how do we know this?
* Which genre does it belong to? how do we know this?

 How does the opening sequence build tension? What methods have the film makers
used to create this tension? Enigmas? ‘What Ifs’?

* Who are the main characters? What are we meant to feel about them? How do we
feel this so early on?

 What do you think, given the tone and language, the rest of the plot line would be?

* INCLUDE: Correct use of terminology, accurate content, visual aids + connotations of
mise-en-scene, camera, colour, intertextuality, iconography etc.

NUMBER + TITLE each blog post — Keep blogs IN ORDER — Include an INTRODUCTION about the work — CAPITAL LETTERS for people, films etc



TASK 7 WORKSHOP 1: IDEAS

Document you WORKSHOP will Matt - Producing ideas for an opening sequence

=

GUIDANCE:

> P

. & ‘ﬁ * You do not need to transcribe the workshop
word for word, but rather discuss:

. What was the purpose of the workshop?
2. What did you learn from the workshop?
How will you take this information forward

with your planning?

Include visuals from the session such as
photos, film clips used as examples etc.

NUMBER + TITLE each blog post — Keep blogs IN ORDER — Include an INTRODUCTION about the work — CAPITAL LETTERS for people, films etc




CONGEPTS

Produce THREE opening sequence CONCEPTS - ready for critiquing in January

Wﬂ?{,

INCLUDE: 2. NF B 9 . TODOROV'S NARRATIVE THEORY

Understanding the 5 Stages of Story Structure

Working Title (Potential title that
could change in the future)

Genre (core/hybrid/sub)
Theme (love, revenge, etc.)

2. Disruption 4. Repair

Narrative Overview/Beat Sheet
(Chain of events — apply Todorov
Narratology Theory)

*  Equilibrium: The every day, once upon a time moment
Disequilibrium: Something/someone disrupts the equilibrium

Film Inspirations (be SpECI:fiC - *  Recognition: Characters acknowledge the disruption

scene, exchan ges, s et up etc.) *  Attempts: Characters actively try to fix the issue/disruption

Resolution: Return to equilibrium or establish new equilibrium

NUMBER + TITLE each blog post — Keep blogs IN ORDER — Include an INTRODUCTION about the work — CAPITAL LETTERS for people, films etc
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